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Pray for Me, My Friend ! 
By T. O. Chisholm 


Brethren, pray for us.—1 Thess. 5:25. 
LEASE pray for me, my friend! 
I need your prayers, 
For there are burdens pressing hard, 
And many cares ; 
Pray, too, that Christ will make of me 
The Christian that I ought to be. 
Do pray for me, my friend, 
At morning hour, 
That I may not be Lilies 
By Satan’s pow’r ; . 
That, ’mid the whirl and maze of *‘things”’ 
My soul may drink of hidden springs. 
And pray for me, my friend, 
When night comes on ; 
God’s stars look down upon us both, 
Apart — alone ; 
Will you, dear friend, before you sleep, 
Pray Him my soul, with yours, to keep? 
Cease not to pray for me, 
Tho’ sundered far, 
Come, meet me at the mercy seat 
From where you are ; 
Nor time nor distance can divide 
Our hearts that in His love abide. 
Thus, praying each for each, 
That will come true 
Of which our Lord and Master spake, — 
“If two of you”’ ; — 
No purer joy may friendship share 
Than in the fellowship of prayer. 


Ne 
Like Others, or Different? 


It is human nature to want to be like 
other people when God wants us to be 
different. Almost 3,500 years ago Israel 
set us a bad example in this, and we have 
been all too ready to follow. Israel de- 
manded a king, and Samuel warned them 
against this. They answered: “Nay; but 


we will have a king over us; that we also 
may be like all the nations” (1 Sam. 8: 
19, 20). Did Israel not know any better? 
Certainly; over and over again God had 
told them. When he brought them out of 
Egypt and slavery by a mighty miracle he 
said, “That ye may know how that the Lord 
doth put a difference between the Egyp- 
tians and Israel” (Exod. 11:7). Moses 
had declared that the Lord’s presence with 
them meant this: “so shall we be separated, 
I and thy people, from all the people that 
are upon the face of the earth’ (Exod. 33: 
16). When God promised to bring them 
to a wonderful land “to possess it, a land 
that floweth with milk and honey,” he said: 
“IT am the Lord your God, which have 
separated you from other people” (Lev. 20: 


24). It was then that God said: “And ye 
shall be holy unto me: for I the Lord 
am holy, and have severed you from 


other people, that ye should be mine.” 
At the dedication of the temple, cen- 
turies later, Solomon recognized this divine 
separation as he prayed: “For thou didst 
separate them from among all the people of 
the earth, to be thine inheritance, as thou 
spakest by the hand of Moses thy. servant, 
when thou broughtest our fathers out of 
Egypt, O Lord God” (1 Kings 8:53). 
Among Moses’ last words to the nation 
was the reminder that they were a holy 
people unto God, “and the Lord hath chosen 
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Portrait of a 


669 CAN do all things through Christ 
| which strengtheneth me,” said the 
apostle. The words might serve as a 
device for a great commentator on Paul, 
the blind scholar Professor Riggenbach of 
Basel, whose life was an incredible tri- 
umph over the insuperable. 

The Riggenbachs were a leading family 
of this Swiss city,— engineers, architects, 
bankers. Eduard, scion of this family, was 
at fifteen stricken with an inflammation of 
the eyes which left him_at seventeen with 
sight extinguished. “It was night within 
and without,” he wrote forty years later. 
“T well remember what a terrible effect it 
had on me when first my eyes were 
shrouded in darkness. I had the feeling 
that my life’s joy was gone forever. I 
was as one buried alive.” He had been 
for some time in the faith-healing insti- 
tution of Fraulein Seckendorf at Cann- 
statt, where many were cured in answer 
to prayer. With boyish confidence he had 
written: “I am sure I shall receive my 
sight. We find no single place in Scrip- 


thee to be a peculiar people unto himself, 
above all the nations that are upon the 
earth” (Deut. 14:2). And to all believers 
today, whether Jews or Gentiles, who have 
received Christ as Saviour, comes the call 
to be “different” from the world around it: 
“Wherefore come out from among them, 
and be ye separate, saith the Lord... 
and I will receive you, and will be a Father 
unto you, and ye shall be my sons and 
daughters, saith the Lord Almighty” (2 
Cor. 6:17, 18). 


= 
How to Understand 


There are “some things hard to be 
understood” in the Bible. Peter, writing 
by inspiration, said this of Paul’s Epistles 
(2 Pet. 3:16). But God will enable us 
to understand all that we need to in his 
Word as we read it with surrendered hearts 
and with a prayer to the Holy Spirit, its 
Author, to explain it to us. There is a 
simple recipe for understanding certain 
parts of the Scripture, and we can all use 
it if we will. “Call upon me in the day 
of trouble,” says the Lord; “I will deliver 
thee, and thou shalt glorify me’ (Psa. 
50:15). A Christian woman comments: 
“The best way to understand this verse is 
to put it into practice.” Those who “prac- 
tice” Psalm 50:15 know it is true! 
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Blind Scholar 


ture where Jesus said to a blind man, 
‘Thou must remain blind.” He has prom- 
ised, and his Word cannot deceive.” But 
so it was not to be. The lad was mistaken 
in thinking the Lord had promised physical 
sight to all the blind in this life. The 
sovereign God was to be glorified in an- 
other way. 

In Basel was a training school for evan- 
gelical preachers which had been estab- 
lished in the eighteen-sixties to take the 
place of the rationalist seminaries of the 
Swiss Universities. It gave a _ severely 
thorough course. In April, 1889, Eduard 
Riggenbach applied for admission and was 
accepted. He had learned Latin before he 
became blind. He now studied Greek, and 
was soon the leader in his class. The 
professor in Hebrew thought that language 
impossible for him. But he secured a pri- 
vaté tutor and began. The Hebrew letters 
were written large upon the skin of his 
back so that he could learn them by the 
sense of touch. He mastered the language. 
Along with this went church history, his- 
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tory of doctrine, practical theology.. Later 
he attended the University of Basel for 
advanced courses in theology, philosophy, 
and kindred subjects. 

Then came his marriage to Heléne 
Thurneysen, who became eyes to him in 
his studies, and heart to him in days of 
discouragement. Two children were born 
of this marriage. 

His career as a student was so brilliant 
that he was appointed instructor in the 
Old Testament, and later transferred to 
the University of Basel. Here, unbeliev- 
able as it may seem, he became a specialist 
in textual criticism, a field which above all 
others would seem to require eyesight of 
the sharpest quality. His relative, Profes- 
sor Bernhard Riggenbach, once said to 
him: “You know the codices better than 
I do my family tree, and I have been 
familiar with that for generations back.” 
At times he would make an academic pil- 
grimage in order to get into personal touch 
with other workers in his own line. One 
of these took him to Marburg, Goettingen, 
Jena, Halle, Leipsic, Berlin, Greifswald, 
Erlangen, and- Tuebingen. On this trip 
he attended 197 lectures and had thirty- 
nine interviews. His attendant took down, 
each evening, notes of the six hours’ lec- 
tures of the day which Professor Riggen- 
bach’s disciplined memory made possible. 

The blind savant was consulted by the 
old masters of German theology, Zahn and 
Kaehler being especially close friends. 
Yes, and even the greatest authority in 
the field of textual criticism, Professor 
Nestlé, appealed to him for advice. 

In order to understand the astrological- 
theological ideas of the Jews and of the 
East generally, he took a special course 
in astronomy with his brother, the astron- 
omer Albert Riggenbach. 

In the summer of 1903 he published his 
“History of the New. Testament Text.” 
His university classes grew so that he was 
obliged to open a larger classroom. He 
would at times take his students to the 
Library to point out —he, the blind man — 
the peculiarities of this or that New Tes- 
tament manuscript. His great commentary 
on the Hebrews in the fourteenth volume 
of Zahn’s New Testament Commentary was 
enormous in the learning required, — knowl- 
edge of texts, of the Septuagint, of Philo, 
of Jewish authors, of papyri and inscrip- 
tions, of the older exegetes’ works. It 
was made for the practical use of pastors. 
A later edition added so much that was fresh 
as to excite the astonishment of such 
scholars as Deissmann and Dobschuetz. 

He was ever a positive theologian, with 
the confidence of evangelical circles in 
Switzerland and South Germany. Now 
listen! His biographer writes: In spite 
of his brilliant scholarship and his enor- 
mous knowledge, his evangelical theology 
prevented his promotion to the chair of 
Professor Kirn, then recently deceased. A 
member of the faculty suggested that “he 
might change his views” —that is, to suit 
the situation. This was of course im- 
possible. So he was given the title of 
professor without the chair. Such is the 
chivalry of theological liberalism! What 


This editorial reviews the book: “Riggenbach, 
Das Lebensbild eines Blinden Gelehrten.” Von 
Adolf Schlitter. Verlag J. F. Steinkopf, Stutt- 
g@art. (“Riggenbach, the Portrait of a Blind 
Scholar.” By Adolf Schlitter. J. F. Steinkopf, 

. publisher, Stuttgart. No English translation.) 
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our Lord said of the ancient Pharisees 
might be said of the modern Sadducees: 
“For judgment I am'come into the world, 
that they which see not might see, and that 
they which see might be made blind.” 
Riggenbach ever felt himself isolated 
(unendlich einsam, infinitely solitary, was 
his expression) in university circles. It 
was the price of his Christian loyalty. 

For he felt it laid on him as a holy task 
to assist in the rearing of a right theo- 
logical generation. He ever more strongly 
realized how necessary it was that~ the 
Gospel be preached with power in the uni- 
versities. “We cannot let things go on 
as at present,” he wrote to Schlatter, 
“otherwise our churches will be starved. 
It is a matter of great importance that a 
young generation of theologians grow up 
with firm ground under their feet. We 
have many such here who are interested 
in the content of the Bible and not merely 
in its criticism.” He was one of the foun- 
ders of the Zurich Union of Positive The- 
ologians, and helped the philanthropist 
Bodelschwingh in the establishment of the 
Bethel Theological School in Bielefeld. His 
personal aim was not scholarship for itself. 
He wished to work “for his Lord and Sav- 
iour.” There were few churches in: Basel 
in which he did not preach: This great 
scholar read Spurgeon’s sermons diligently, 
and they left their mark on his preaching. 
He ever aimed at the conversion of souls, 
and concerned -himself not at all with social, 
political, and apologetic themes. 

Hundreds of laymen came to him with 
their doubts, started by negative criticism; 
also anguished students and poor people 
needing comfort and help. The blind pro- 
fessor found time for all. He had an as- 
tonishing knowledge of the souls of men 
even though he could not see their faces. 
When sickness and death came to homes, 
Professor Riggenbach was called because 
his evangelical faith was trusted, and often 
he was asked to conduct funerals. He was 
greatly interested in the Berner Deaconess 
House, in the Bartimzus Union, in the 
Union for Blind University Students, and 
constantly helped in the Home for the 
Blind in Basel. He not only introduced 
lecturers on missions into the University, 
but fought unclean movies. One of the 
great missionary societies of the European 
Continent is the Basel Society. Professor 
Riggenbach was early elected to its execu- 
tive committee and attended its meetings up 
to two weeks before his death. He en- 
gaged in personal correspondence with mis- 
sionaries abroad, and in this way attained 
a thorough acquaintance with mission prob- 
lems and situations. He often had mis- 
sionaries in his home. He was a true 
watchdog of the treasury. “The widow’s 
mite burnt his soul. He must protect it.” 
He was a constant intercessor for missions, 


(Continued on page 575) 
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A New Scholarly 
Premillennial Seminary 


GROUP of outstanding Christian 

leaders is organizing a new theological 
seminary, which is to open its doors on 
October 4 in Wilmington, Del. This semi- 
nary, which is to be called Faith Theolog- 
ical Seminary, is to stand uncompromis- 
ingly for the fundamentals of the Christian 
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faith, including: the premillennial return of 
Christ. It is to maintain‘the highest stand- 
ards of scholarship, carrying on such: work 
as that represented by the great researches 
of the late Professors Robert Dick Wilson 
and J. Gresham Machen. With high schol- 
arship is to be united vital spiritual. life. 
The seminary is interdenominational, and 
aims to train leaders for the intellectual 
and spiritual life of the Christian world. 
It will grant the regular theological de- 
grees. Further details will be given in the 
next issue of THe SunpAy Scuoor, Times. 








Notes on Open Letters 




















Does ” Fig Tree’’ Mean the Jews? 


In a recent article in Tue Sunpay 
Scuoot Times you say, “The fig tree is 
one of the Bible symbols for the Jew.” i 
see that statement made frequently, but 
can find no Biblical evidence for it. I have 
asked others to give me proof; now I ask 
you for it—An Oregon reader. 


In Jeremiah 24:1-8 God makes figs a 
symbol of Judah, or the Jews. He shows 
the prophet Jeremiah two baskets of figs, 
one basket having “very good figs,’ and 
the other basket “very evil, that cannot be 
eaten, they are so evil.” Then God ex- 
plains the meaning of these baskets of figs, 
saying that the good figs symbolize the 
Jews that God is sending into captivity “for 
their good,” whom God will bring back 
again to their land; and the evil figs stand 
for the Jews that have turned against God. 

There are New Testament passages con- 
cerning the fig tree which, while not giving 
as direct a statement as that in Jeremiah 
that the fig is a type of Israel, nevertheless 
leave us in no doubt that it is. The thought 
of fruit-bearing with relation to Israel is 
prominent in our Lord’s teachings, and 
when he cursed the barren fig tree because 
it bore no fruit (Matt. 21: 18-20), he was 
plainly making this incident a parable-in- 
fact to show the curse that was to come 
upon Israel because of her barren, fruitless 
condition. 


So of the parable of the fig tree that our 


Lord spoke in his great Olivet Discourse © 


of prophecy: “Now learn a parable of +he 
fig tree; when his branch is yet tender, and 
putteth forth leaves, ye know that summer 
is nigh: so likewise ye, when ye shall see 
all these things, know that it is near, even 
at the doors” (Matt. 24:32, 33). This 
cannot mean anything but a reference to 
Israel as a nation. The Davis Bible Dic- 
tionary, together with other sound coin- 
mentaries, says: “The barren fig tree of 
our Lord’s parable meant the Jewish 
nation.” 

Another parable of the fig tree, plainly 
referring to Israel, is in Luke 13: 6-0, 
where the owner of a vineyard, finding no 
fruit on a certain fig tree, orders it cut 
down. 

Israel, the fig tree, is indeed putting forth 
leaves in fulfillment of prophecy, as recent 
articles on Bible prophecy in the Times 
have shown. Zionism, or the return of the 
Jews to their land, and the turning of in- 
dividual Jews to Christ as their Messiah 
and Saviour, are signs of the budding .of 
the fig tree for which we may well thank 
God and take courage. 
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The Christian and Young Mr. Barleycorn 


A clever and subtle enemy who has grown up in our midst, 











By J. E. Harris 














recently carried an article on John 

Barleycorn Junior, contrasting young 
John with old John and showing how much 
cleverer are the ways of the former as 
against those of his father. 

I am not old, but I remember old John 
Barleycorn very well. He was a villainous 
old rascal and everybody knew it. My 
mother and father knew it. They had, in 
their childhood, suffered at the hands of 
old John, and they hated him and his traffic 
with a Christian’s healthy hatred of that 
which is evil. And so they were active 
temperance workers and they enlisted me 
in juvenile temperance activity before I 
was ten years old by sending me to the 
Band of Hope meetings in the church we 
attended. That was in England, and, al- 
though we moved to Western Canada when 
I was eleven, I had already had indelibly 
impressed upon my mind the vicious char- 
acter of old John Barleycorn. 


A DENOMINATIONAL paper I take 


Victories for the Drys 

It was natural therefore that prohibition 
activity in the new land where we had 
made our home should enlist our sympathy 
‘and our support. And what a triumph we 
thought we had won when in 1914 our 
province voted by a strong majority in 
favor of prohibition! I recall taking part 
in the jubilant march of the drys through 
the streets of our city that night, after the 
results of the vote were known. But it 
was not the church people alone who kicked 
old John out at that time. Many, who we 
hardly expected would help us, were our 
allies in that victory. People generally 
were sickened of the undisguised iniquities 
of John Barleycorn, and the community, 
its patience exhausted, just put him out of 
business. * 

Then with the war years of 1914-18 pro- 
hibition was recognized as a national neces- 
sity, and we rejoiced still more in this vin- 
dication of the stand we drys had taken. 
But after the war there came the reaction. 
Temperance activity had been relaxed; 
popular sentiment changed; and eventually, 
both in Canada and the United States, the 
new liquor traffic was entrenched and Mr. 
Barleycorn Junior was with us, attractive, 
respectable, it seemed, and influential 
through his government connections; but 
cleverer, subtler, and therefore more dan- 
gerous than his father ever was. 

In the days of old John every enlight- 
ened Christian was his enemy. Today many 
Christians are more or less neutral to 
young John and his traffic. But their 
eyes are being opened, and they are realiz- 
ing that they have been skillfully outwitted 
and must resume a militant antagonism to 
the liquor evil. 

But the “Government Control” system 
found in different forms in different places 
has made young John Barleycorn much 
more difficult to handle than his father. 
Where governments have become_vendors 
of liquor they have entered into a profitable 


John Barleycorn, 5r., is perhaps older 
than some realize. As a personifica- 
tion of malt liquor he was made popu- 
lar by Robert Burns in his poem, “Tam 
o’ Shanter,” written about one hun- 
dred and fifty years ago. In 1919 we 
thought we had run him out of the 
United States, but he was still active 
and today his son is carrying on the 
nefarious business. In this article Mr. 
Harris sounds a clear note of warn- 
ing, and at the same time makes de- 
finite and practical suggestions as to 
what Christians can do against the 
liquor traffic. 


In addition to this article, there is 
abundance of temperance material in 
this issue of the Times. The lesson 
writers have included it in their ar- 
ticles on the International Uniform 
Sunday School Lesson for August 29, 
of which the title is “God Condemns 
Intemperance.” Under the heading of 
“Nuggets for Your Temperance Teach- 
ing” on page 583, a number of brief 
items will be found the subject of “The 
Scientific Basis of Temperance”; and 
on page 581 is a chart showing the 
relation of alcohol to automobile 
accidents, 








partnership with Mr. Barleycorn, Jr., 
that renders his position much more secure 
than his father’s. Governments more and 
more depend upon liquor profits. Tax- 
payers do not want to pay out the money 
the government would lose by going out 
of the liquor business, so young John is 
firmly entrenched. 

What can Christians do about it? The 
difficulties of the situation are so great that 
some seem to be paralyzed into the inac- 
tivity of utter discouragement. But that 
need not and should not be. 


What Can We Do Today? 


Christians can be total abstainers them- 
selves, first of all. Opposition to the new 
liquor traffic must begin there. 

Christians can and should educate chil- 
dren and young people as to the evils of 
liquor and the need of totally abstaining 
from its use as a beverage. There are 
things we can learn from the old Bands 
of Hope and Temperance Societies that 
could be turned to account in this gener- 
ation in the way of impressing youth with 
the vicious nature of the traffic in intoxi- 
cants, 

Again, Christians can and should inform 
themselves, as did their fathers in their 
anti-saloon and anti-liquor activities, of the 
facts in connection with this evil. We 
shouid know the facts as to the new liquor 
trafic and be ever ready to expose its.dis- 
astrous effects, 

Then we should ~constantly emphasize 
the well established fact that the most 
moderate use of intoxicants makes car driv- 
ing unsafe and that our high speed machine 
age demands total abstinence. 

Christians living where there is govern- 
ment sale of liquor should constantly agi- 





tate against it. By this system Christian 
citizens are forced into an unwilling part- 
nership in the liquor traffic. We must in- 
sist upon our right to be dissociated from 
this evil and demand of ouf legislators that 
they fight the government sale of intoxi- 
cants, 

And then we should be clear ourselves as 
to this fact and should proclaim it every- 
where: No government that profits from 
liquor vending can expect to have God’s 
blessing in its administration of the affairs 
of the country and its efforts io solve the 
grave problems governments face today. 
No matter what the financial loss to the 
government may be at first, in the long run 
it will pay governments to keep clear of 
liquor sale profits. 

Then there should be continual and fer- 
vent prayer for the overthrow of this evil 
in the national life. Dependence upon edu- 
cation, .agitation, and legislation is not 
enough. There must be a dependence upon 
God. Perhaps past failures on our part and 
the successful recovery made by the liquor 
interests are due far more than we realize 
to the prayerlessness of much temperance 
propaganda. 


The Need for Sympathy 


And then the Christian must never over- 
look, in his concern with this problem in 
the large, the individuals at his own door 
whose lives are wrecked or being wrecked 
by drink. Mrs. Harriet Beecher Stowe once 
sought the aid of a Senator on behalf of 
a man in need of help from influential 
quarters. The reply she received was to 
the effect that the Senator was so busy 
planning and working for the uplift of the 
people as a whole that he had no time for 
the individual. Commenting upon this re- 
ply, Mrs. Stowe said that our Master, 
when last heard from, had not reached that 
height of aloofness from the individual and 
his need. Victims of the new liquor traffic 
are increasing all around us, and they must 
not be despaired of, forgotten, or scorned. 

It is certainly better to build a fence 
at the top of a precipice to prevent peo- 
ple falling over, than to keep an ambulance 
at the bottom to take care of the casualties, 
as we are sometimes reminded by those 
who feel keenly the need for an altered 
public opinion expressing itself in legisla- 
tive reform of the liquor evil. e may 
agree, but until the fence is built, the need 
for the ambulance is pressing. We need 
to realize anew our responsibility to the 
casualties of the liquor business. 


“Rescue the perishing, care for the dying, 
Snatch them in pity from sin and the grave.” 


Certainly the increase in drinking habits 
is increasing the human wreckage for which 
the one hope is in that Good News of the 
Saviour who is able to save to the utter- 
most — even to the breaking of the fetters 
of the liquor habit — those who come unto 
God by him, 
Carcary, ALBERTA, CAN. 
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Encouragements and warnings from all the world 











A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


By Ernest Gordon 
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66 HERE is the promise ... ?”— 
W President Conant of Harvard in 
his 1936 Ter-Centenary Address 
said truly that “when the Puritans wrote 
Veritas upon the open book (which is the 
seal of Harvard University) they had in 
mind two paths by which truth could be 
obtained,— one Revelation as interpreted 
with the aid of human reason, the other 
the advancement of knowledge and learn- 
ing.” Then he quoted Lord Bacon: “A 
man cannot search too far or be too well- 
studied in the book of God’s word or in 
the book of God’s work, but rather let 
men endeavor an endless progress or pro- 
ficience in both.” 

This ideal of Sir Francis Bacon was one 
in which the higher education was estab- 
lished in America, Its mutilation is a chief 
cause of the evils of our time in America 
and of the widespread moral collapse. The 
book of God’s Word has been cast aside 
as an outworn and inconsequential thing. 
In colleges and schools which are even 
now financed by the church it has been 
and is still subjected to criticism which 
can but bring it into discredit. So educa- 
tion is lopsided and the nation suffers as 
well as those who are trained in this de- 
fective fashion. 

When the Harvard Ter-Centenary exer- 
cises broke up “long and affectionate 
cheers” were given “and the meeting was 
prophetically adjourned, after the example 
of 1836, to September of the year 2036.” 
That is not in the spirit of Scripture. “Go 
to now, ye that say, To day or to morrow 
we will go into such a city, and continue 
there a year ... whereas ye know not 
what shall be on the morrow” (Jas. 4: 13). 
If the Word were studied and accepted 
at Harvard there would be an attitude of 
expectancy, an intuition of great historical 
and cosmic changes. “All things continue 
as they were from the beginning of the 
creation,” say the scoffers of 1 Peter 3, 
and today they say: “Human institutions 
are perennial. Man is master of himself 
and of history.” Here, too, shall the re- 
turn of Christ be as a snare. 


Another Celebration.—The British and 
Foreign Bible Society announces the trans- 
lation of Scripture into the one thousandth 
tongue, a feat that outdoes anything any 
single university has done. It is remarked 
that herewith is fulfilled the expressed 
wish of Charles Wesley: 


O for a thousand tongues to sing 
My dear Redeemer’s praise. 


Still Another Celebration.—A solemn 
service in commemoration of the sacrifice 
of 100,000 frogs which had been used in 
the year past in biological and anatomical 
experiments, was held in Tokyo in July. 
Sixty professors from Keio University 
were present, and a monument representing 
two bullfrogs in stone and with a tribute 
to frogdom in general was unveiled. The 
service was held in a Buddhist cloister with 
much incense and beating of gongs. 


New Chapters for the Book of Martyrs. 
—The 350th anniversary of the death of 
John Fox on April 18 gave occasion to 
a note on the useful servant of Christ in 
The British Weekly. His Book of Mar- 
tyrs was compiled at the suggestion of 
Lady Jane Grey, who herself was later 
martyred. It appeared first in Latin in 
1554; in English in 1563. “The English 
people had recently emerged from the 
Marian persecution and the book leaped 
into immediate popularity. More than any 
other single influence it fed the flame of 
that fierce hatred of the Spanish Inqui- 
sition and of Spain itself which was prob- 
ably the master passion of the Elizabethan 
age. Elizabeth astutely ordered the book 
to be placed in the common halls of arch- 





“Green Pastures” 





It is good to learn of the protest 
which the proposed showing of 
“Green Pastures” has called forth in 
Great Britain. All over the country 
petitions have been signed against 
giving permission for the produc- 
tion of this film. Six years ago the 
Lord Chamberlain tefused to allow 
stage performances in British thea- 
ters. The law of the land definitely 
forbids the blasphemous representa- 
tion of the Deity and certainly this 
is such. ‘Great Britain must take 
a firm stand,” writes one, “against 
American producers of such pic- 
tures.” ‘ What,” asks another, 
“will the millions of Mohammedans 
and heathen in the British Empire 
think if we allow this film on the 
screen? If the British Parliament 
puts an embargo on foreign goods 
for the benefit of the home pro- 
ducer, it surely should place a ban 
on the importation of foreign stand- 
ards in order to protect the moral 
and spiritual heritage of the British 
peoples.” 

These are words which ought 
to cause Americans “furiously to 
think.’’ 











bishops, bishops, and deans, and in all the 
parish churches, colleges, and chapels of 
the kingdom.” 

This great bulwark against Rome should 
be in every American home where there 
are children to read it and especially the 
illustrated edition. 

Fresh material for the Book of Martyrs 
accumulates. In Spain eleven Protestant 
pastors have been shot, in two cases their 
wives with them. In Abyssinia also. A 
speaker at the Iast annual gathering of the 


Bible Churchmen’s Missionary Society 
said : 

“On Good Friday our missionaries were 
expelled, the eight who still remained in 
Ethiopia. The Ethiopian teachers, evan- 
gelists, and students on our compound, num- 
bering about fifty, were arrested. ' God 
only knows where they are today. Werku, 
the evangelist, Bayena his assistant, and 
Tageni the student, were brought before 
an Italian firing squad. Their only crime 
was that of preaching the Gospel. A few 
minutes later they were with Christ.” 

At this point the whole great audience 
of 1,900 people arose and broke out into 
singing: 

How bright those glorious spirits shine. 

Whence~all their bright array? 


How came they to the blissful seats 
Of everlasting day? 


‘Lo! these are they from sufferings great 
ho came to realms of light: 
And in the blood of Christ have washed 
Those robes that shine so bright. 


A Family-of-God Gathering.—The Liv- 
erpool diocese of the Church of England 
has an evangelical tradition from Bishop 
Ryle down to the present. Its new cathe- 
dral, in architecture and ornamentation, 
expresses this tradition in contrast to the 
medievalism of older English cathedrals. 
A recent union service of all the churches 
of Liverpool was a further expression of 
the same spirit. It was styled, “Affirma- 
tions of those who call themselves Chris- 
tians.” “In a vast congregation crowding 
the noble building to its utmost capacity 
were ministers, office-bearers, and choirs 
from all Free Church and Anglican com- 
munions in Liverpool, gathered at the invi- 
tation of the Dean, Dr. Dwelly, who had 


said, ‘It is intolerable that those who wor- 
‘ship the one divine Father should never 
be able to do so together and publicly.’” — 


One hundred and eighty congregations were 
represented here, bringing with them 1,200 
choristers beside their clergy. One can 
imagine the glory of the singing by this 
cathedralful of people, led by massed 
choirs, of such words as, “Praise my Soul 
the King of Heaven,” and of such hymns 
as, 

One family we dwell in Him: one Church, 

above, beneath ; 


Though now divided by the stream, the 
narrow stream of death. 


The Mass Movements of India.—Hindu- 
ism asserts as an article of faith that man 
is born where he is and must remain where 
he is because of his sins and shortcomings 
in an earlier life. Hence there can be no 


mass movement out and upwards for those - 


who remain Hindus. The great upward 
surge of the Untouchables in India is the 
direct fruit of Christian teaching and ex- 
ample. 5 

“The quality of the rapidly growing In- 
dian Church,” says Mr. Noble in The 
Methodist’ Recorder, “is a matter for 
thanksgiving.” The tests of religion are 
faithfulness, endurance, and growth in 
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grace. Those tests are being met in face 
of starvation, robbery, persecution, and vio- 
lence. “Last winter I listened to hundreds 
of men and women in Hyderabad, in Trich- 
inopoly, in Madras, in Mysore districts, 
telling what the Lord had done for them. 
One man had spent his all in building a 
Hindu temple, and when he found Christ 
he locked it up and threw away the key 
and with it the certainty of a comfortable 
income. ‘We who worshiped all the gods 
we knew and had no peace, now have peace 
in Christ,’ was the testimony of others. 
Let us not be afraid of numbers if num- 
bers stand for something like this.” 

Now comes the news that requests for 
resident Christian teachers were received 
in a few weeks from 52 centers represent- 
ing some 80,000 Ezhava families. From 
all parts of India come news of spontane- 
ous movements by families and groups. Dr. 
McGavran compares it to the mighty mass 
movement in the Roman Empire; also 
with that of the Society of Friends in 
seventeenth century England, which brought 
one person in every ninety in England into 
the Society of Friends. The movement 
was started at Brigflatts when a whole 
village of flax weavers in one day embraced 
the faith which Fox proclaimed. 

Dr. Pickett’s three years’ survey found 
in many mass movement areas a higher 
percentage of church attendance, a larger 
percentage of Sunday observation, a more 
general knowledge of the Creed, the Com- 
mands, and the Lord’s Prayer, than exists 
in some city congregations. These move- 
ments reduce caste feeling and are followed 
by abstinence from drink and gambling, 
and are accompanied by a rising earning 
capacity. In mass movements the numbers 
are so large that coddling by missions is 
impossible. A healthy independence results 
and less Westernization. 


Reading Sermons.—The Methodist Re- 
corder notes that Mel Trotter, broadcast- 
ing from the Lyceum, London, “surprised 
us all by reading a complete sermon by 
D. L. Moody. As I listened to, it I was 
amazed by its power and freshness.’”’ Then 
he goes on to suggest that this procedute 
would perhaps help to revive interest in 
the Gospel. “How delightful it would be 
if churches, like promenade concerts, had 
a program of masterpieces. We go to con- 
certs to hear Chopin and Beethoven and 
Wagner. Why not go to church to hear 
Liddon and Spurgeon and Parker and 
Jowett and Wesley?” 

Certainly this is a plan which ought to 
be used where there is no stated ministry. 


The Bolivian Indian reports the good 
news of the granting by the prefect of 
the right to open-air preaching in the large 
and populous department of Cochabamba. 
“While only able to get a dozen or two 
in the preaching halls in these fanatical 
valleys, we longed for some way to reach 
the thousands who weekly attend the public 
marts in the various centers. God has an- 
swered our prayer. 

“In this Cliza valley, one of the most 
populous in Bolivia, twenty-two meetings 
have been held within a month in three or 
four of the larger centers. The total at- 
tendance exceeded 2,000. Sales of Scrip- 
ture were large. 

“In the village of Toko, three miles from 
Cliza, two’ Baptist workers in 1927 barely 
escaped with their lives at the hands of a 
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mob of Indians, and more than once in 
Cliza itself colporteurs have been endan- 
gered. Yet now hundreds of people with 
eager faces attend the meetings, meetings 
larger than we have ever seen in Bolivia, 
and without a sign of disturbance. In the 
rays of a scorching sun they listened to 
explanations of the Word of God in Quecha 
for the first time. Everywhere we stop to 
place our little street organ for a hymn 
the people swarm about us.” 

“The Voice of the Andes,” a radio sta- 
tion established in Ecuador by Clarence 
Jones of Chicago, has now acquired trans- 
mission equipment strong enough to carry 
the Gospel over the whole continent of 
South America. It is doing a great work 
in enlightening Latin-Americans as to the 
purpose and message of evangelical mis- 
sions. Missionaries are reporting that their 
hearers now say, “We have already heard 
that over the Voice of the Andes.” 


Work among Mexican Soldiers.—N. W. 
Taylor writes: “We reached an airport 
on the outskirts of the city where was an 
outpost with a large number of soldiers. 
When the adjutant of the battalion learned 





Buddhism in Practice 


The Rev. J. C. Peterson writes 
from Cambodia of a chain-gang 
working near his home. “Every 
morning our slumbers are brought 
to an end by the clank, clank, clank 
of heavy chains riveted to the legs 
of twenty prisoners. Each one of 
this Cambodian chain-gang is a 
murderer and no doubt many of 
them will die in their chains. The 
work is heavy but their chains are 
never taken off and if they should 
seek to escape they would be shot. 
We have witnessed to them and 
given them Gospel portions and are 
praying that the Lord will reveal to 
them the bondage of their souls. 


“Out of curiosity one day we 
asked if any of them had ever been a 
Buddhist priest and were astounded 
to learn that every ome, without ex- 
ception, had been in the priesthood. 
Buddhism, like all false religions, 
does not change hearts. These who 
had preached against the taking of 
animal life and had expounded the 
gentleness of Buddha were them- 
selves the murderers of their fellow 
men.”” 














what I wanted to do he not only gave me 
permission to distribute literature to the 
men in the outpost but insisted that I come 
to town to the barracks. There we met the 
colonel of another unit in the orderly room, 
and when he saw us giving literature to 
all the troops he invited us to his battalion. 
At the same time an introduction was 
given to still another battalion in a town 
twenty miles away. Since the first of Jan- 
uary twelve new regiments or battalions 
have received Gospel portions and tracts 
when in formation on their own parade 
grounds. In the offices of three general 
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headquarters New Testaments have been 
given to all the staff officers, including the 
general commanding. Three military hos- 
pitals' have been visited, and literature 
given to all the patients. Tracts and Gos- 
pels have been given to the prisoners in 
two penitentiaries in near-by cities. 
“Converts in the army can rarely attend 
church and have no human help save our 
occasional visits. But the Holy Spirit is 
with them if we hold them up in prayer.” 


Revival in Mexico is reported in World 
Dominion. Walter Montano, a converted 
Roman Catholic, has been preaching the 
Gospel in Mexico with great acceptance. 
President Cardenas sent him a warm wel- 
come to the country and the Minister of 
Public Health seconded it. The meetings 
were held in Mexico City and many other 
towns. Everywhere there were great 
crowds and many conversions, 

In the Presbyterian Church in Mexico 
City, once a Franciscan chapel, 1,500 peo- 
ple gathered night after night, —high 
army officers, government officials, and even 
Roman priests among them. “When I told 
the story of my own conversion more than 
a hundred came forward, crying to God fer 
the pardon of their sins. Professor Ca- 
margo stated that many had come full of 
pride and even hatred toward the Evan- 
gelicals. At the close of the service not 
a few were crying like children, among 
them an army general. They came to me 
saying, ‘I am a Catholic, but I know noth- 
ing about life eternal and I now accept 
Christ.’ 

“At Vera Cruz, at the close of the meet- 
ing, the platform could not hold the crowd 
of people who came pleading for our 
prayers. The next morning at 4.30 A. M. 
250 people had gathered again for instruc- 
tion. 

In Orizaba, too, the large hall would 
not hold the people, and the streets about 
it were full of men and women. “After 
the meeting, with 1,400 people present, they 
asked me to wait another day. So we had 
a meeting at five in the morning with 600 
present. It is impossible to narrate all 
the details of these gatherings. The pres-. 
ence and power of the Holy Spirit were 
evident.” 


Conspiracies of Silence.—In Le Chris- 
tianisme one finds a recent quotation from 
l’ Action Francaise that has its bearing upon 
present attempts to stifle information re- 
garding the breakdown of the theory of 
evolution. It seems that Professor Tissot, 
a man of highest standing in the field of 
physiological science, has made studies of 
the germ of tuberculosis that are of a 
nature to revolutionize the whole received 
theory on the subject. Are these revolu- 
tionary investigations receiving the atten- 
tion they deserve? “No,” says M. Leon 
Daudet, himself a physician, “they are be- 
ing suppressed by that effective weapon, 
silence.” Then he describes at length the 
difficulties that M. Tissot is meeting in his 
attempts to make his theories known. A 
rigid scientific orthodoxy is opposing him 
obstinately and successfully. 

“Science Retreats toward Genesis’ is 


the title of an article by D. J. Whitney, 
Sc.B., in The Moody Monthly. It has 


important ‘bearings on the Deluge. Ani- 
mals decay so quickly that, for the preser- 
vation of fossil bones, the sediments in 
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which they are preserved must have been 
laid down quickly. Dr. Arthur Holmes 
writes in “The Age of the Earth”: “In- 
dividual beds of fossils may have been de- 
posited very rapidly, indeed must have been, 
to insure the preservation of large fossils.” 
A flood must almost be assumed to account 
for the great beds of dinosaur fossils, as 
Sir Henry Howorth contended a genera- 
tion ago. 

Coal gives strong evidence of flood con- 
ditions. F. W. Clarke writes in the U. S. 
Geological Survey Bulletin 770, “The Data 
of Geo-Chemistry”: “In some cases beds 
of lignite represent submerged forests; and 
in others, as shown by many geologists, 
the coal was probably formed, not from 
vegetation in place, but from drifted mate- 
rials.” An enormous flood would be re- 
quired to form coal beds. Cannel coal 
is even composed largely of spores or pol- 
len. Extraordinary conditions would be 
needed to accumulate an enormous mass of 
pollen and bury it as a great coal bed. 

“Quaternary Climates: Geologic History 
of Lake Lahontan” is publication No. 352 
of the Carnegie Institution of Washington. 
This waterless “lake” is a great basin cov- 
ering a large part of northern and western 
Nevada. It never had an outlet. Water 
flowing on to the floor of the basin remains 
until it is evaporated. Various salts, car- 
ried in solution in the streams, remain in 
several shallow alkaline lakes on the basin 
floor. J. Claude Jones, geologist of Nevada 
University, determined the amount of saline 
matter in the streams and on the basin 
floor, and found that the basin by this and 
other tests was approximately 4,000 years 
old. Some neighboring smaller basins in- 
dicate a similar age: “The unavoidable 
conclusion,” says Mr. Whitney, “would seem 
to be that the mountains surrounding this 
basin were uplifted not far from the time 
Ussher estimated that the flood occurred.” 


The Bible among French Catholics.— 
I have spoken of Mme. Chasles’ remarkable 
ministry for the popularization of the Bible 
and Bible reading among Catholics. Her 
husband, Professor Chasles, a scholar of 
distinction, attended in his younger days 
the lectures of l’Abbe Loisy in the Sorbonne 
where his Christian faith was weakened 
by this critic’s analyses of Scripture. Then 
there was a long period of half-faith. One 
day he happened into a Protestant chapel 
on the left bank of the Seine where a 


. pastor was lecturing on the Old Testa- 


ment. He had hesitated about entering, 
thought all Protestant pastors were Mod- 
ernists, and had no use for Modernists. 
It was at this lecture that the Scripture 
was first opened to him in a way to restore 
faith, Now his Bible readings in Paris 
are crowded and have to be repeated. 

There were only a baker’s dozen in the 
little chapel that afternoon. “Don’t grieve 
or be discouraged,” said M. Chasles in re- 
counting his experience, “when you see be- 
fore you only a handful. It may be that 
among those who listen is one marked ‘for 
an apostolate.” 


Mme. Chasles has recently addressed 


fourteen Protestant pastors in and about 
Cambrai in a conference on the Word of 
God. After a very rich exposition of 
Scripture she gave a moving account of 
her own personal experiences in finding 
the Word, with an appeal to unshakable 
devotion to Scripture. In a personal letter 
Mme. Chasles writes me: ‘We are carry- 
ing on an Action Biblique [‘Bible move- 
ment’] in Catholicism. The awakening has 
been extraordinary, but the ecclesiastical 
authorities do not like it.” 


The first Chinese Foreign Missionary 
Union owes its organization to that great 
missionary, R. A. Jaffray. For more than 
thirty-five years Mr. Jaffray had been a 
pioneer in the province of Kwang-si, China, 
planting stations in the strategic places of 
the province. Then came a great work in 
opening French Indo-China where stations 
were started hundreds of miles apart and 
as rapidly as possible, from Hanoi in the 
north to Saigon in the south. Later still 
his mind went out to the two million Chi- 
nese scattered throughout the Dutch East 
Indies. In order to get a true estimate of 
conditions he traveled, not along the high- 
ways of commerce, but as officer of a 
tramp ship off the beaten track. After 
his first trip to Borneo, Celebes, and other 
islands a clear commission from the Lord 
was impressed on his soul. 

Then he came back to Wuchow, China, 
and called for Chinese volunteers. This 
was in 1928. Three Chinese missionaries 
went out under the committee called the 
Chinese Foreign Missionary Union. In 
eight years the force has grown to twenty- 
eight. Seventeen of these are supported 
by the Union. The others are in charge 
of self-supporting Chinese churches in dif- 
ferent parts- of the Southern Seas. 

These Chinese make good missionaries. 
They have hardness. It was a Chinese 
missionary who first entered the lovely 
island of Bali where there is now a church 
of five hundred baptized and nearly one 
thousand inquirers. Chinese missionaries 
have faced the difficulties of the work in 
the heart of Borneo and are taking part in 
every branch of the mission in the Nether- 
lands East Indies. 

“I know now why we do not have a 
revival in the Chinese Church,” remarked 
a certain Chinese leader. “It is because we 
are like the Dead Sea, always taking in, 
but never giving out.” Perhaps! But in this 
case the waters have been stirred and 
have found an outlet. 


Brief Notes.—Dr. Samuel Rizzo of the 
Portuguese Church, Newark, N. J., has a 
brother, Miguel Rizzo of Sao Paulo, Brazil, 
where the membership has increased from 
300 to 1,600 in the last ten years. This 
First Presbyterian Church conducts more 
than a dozen Sunday schools in the suburbs 
of this city of a million people. Mr. Rizzo 
is much sought after as counselor to those 
high in authority in the city... . The Rev. 
Samuel J. Arthur says in The Watchman: 
“A certain broad-mindedness has overtaken 
us and we are no longer saying, ‘Lord, here 
am I; send me,’ but, ‘Lord, where am I; 
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tell me?’ -Missionary inertia and: laxity in 
moral and: religious life have a common 
origin — the displacement of the redemptive 
message by. an ‘attractive propaganda of 
entertaining puerilities.” . . .‘Great num- 
bers of Abyssinian refugees have fled 
from before the Italian Catholic invasion 
into British Somaliland where the exiled 
missionaries of the Bible Churchmen’s 
Missionary Society are engagéd in’ humane 
and Christian relief among them. ... The 
Irish Catholic invasion of Scotland is 
paralieled by that about Liverpool, some 
250,000 Irish Catholics having settled there 
and become a burden to taxpayers. “It 
seems strange that Southern Irish Roman- 
ists, who have their own government, pre- 
fer to live in England, Scotland, or Ulster.” 
Evidently there is a pre-concerted plan to 
swamp Protestant areas with Catholic 
Irish as has largely been done in Massa- 
chusetts. Rum shops, pauperism, corrupt 
politics, are the accompaniments of all these 
invasions. ... Yale University has begun 
the erection of a Roman Catholic chapel 
for use of Catholic students on the campus. 
... The radio station, Radio Jerusalem, 
is located at Bethel. ... The Salvation 
Army has taken 1,400 Basque children 
to England, victims of the Spanish civil 
war. They will be cared for by Salvation- 
ist nurses, doctors, and Spanish-speaking of- 
ficers... . The Portuguese Baptist Church 
of Fall River has increased in eight years 
from 96 members to 271 and has started 
three missions. in other cities. The flourish- 
ing Polish Baptist Church in Buffalo has 
started a mission in the Black Rock section 
of Buffalo which already has 60 members. 
. .. The Atlantic Monthly celebrated the 
Moody Centenary with a scurrilous article, 
“Wonderful Words,” on the Moody and 
Sankey hymns. It speaks of Cowper’s 
“There is a Fountain Filled with Blood” 
as “a barroom favorite,” and attacks the 
hymns of P. P. Bliss, Fanny Crosby, and 
other saints. Such is the hatred toward 
evangelical Christianity in Unitarian Bos- 
ton. . . . China’s delegate to the British 
‘Coronation was Dr. H. H. Kung, Minister 
of Finance, a seventy-fifth descendant of 
Confucius, but a Christian and graduate of 
Oberlin and Yale. He is brother-in-law 
to General Chiang Kai Shek, and on the 
morning of the latter’s release was reading 
the words in Acts: “The magistrates have 
sent to let you go; now therefore depart 
and go in peace” (Acts 16: 36). Dr. Kung 
sent a contribution to the little Stam baby 
as soon as he heard of her parents’ death, 
with a letter expressing his shame that 
such a thing could happen in China... . 
The last word in humiliation is that 
which a Berlin ordinance affixes to Jews. 
They are no longer allowed to be even rag- 
pickers. This humble trade, in which so 
many in the past got their “start,” is now 
reserved for “Aryans” decorated with a 
green band on the arm. ... The island of 
Nevis in the West Indies was the birth- 
place of Alexander Hamilton, and, in the 
old days, seat of government for the Lee- 
ward Islands and slave market for the sur- 
rounding islands. It is only fifty miles 
square, yet there are here five strong Meth- 
odist churches with a membership of 1,300 
and hundreds of adherents. When the 
people have work they give most gener- 
ously to support the church, whose meet- 
ings are the chief events of the week. 
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Portrait of a Blind Scholar 
(Continued from the second page) 


and in frequent consultation and prayer 
with the leaders. He helped in mission- 
ary instruction courses, and spoke ‘fre- 
quently for missionary collections. It is 
worth noting that he constantly warned 
against any co-operation with theological 
liberalism on the mission field, insisting 
that such co-operation meant loss of salt 
and of power. 

What a rich and varied service, and at 
what cost! “How hard the life of warfare 
in Christ is,” he once sighed. “Every 
morning I have to take up afresh the bur- 
den of blindness. They expect as much 
from me as from a sighted person. Few 
only have any conception of the difficulties 
which I have to overcome.” On week- 
days he ever worked until midnight, and 
on Sundays alone he allowed himself the 
iuxury of a walk. But in summer he took 
the strange vacation of Alpine climbing. 
“Wednesday we went over the Wengerall 
to Grindelwald.” He crosses the Aletsch 
glacier and climbs the Eggishorn, naturally 
with a guide. This exercise and Alpine 
air renewed his strength, and on repeating 
a trip he would call attention to all that 
was to be seen, for he remembered the pre- 
vious experience. 

Professor Riggenbach was a great evan- 
gelical loyalist. His position was sola 
gratia, sola fide (“by grace alone, by faith 
alone”). “Who ever has once in his own 
experience known what life power streams 
from the Bible will afterwards be undis- 
turbed by all opposition. He knows that 
Scripture contains treasure which out- 
weighs all gold.” 
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At the end of his biography is an index 
of thirty pages of titles of books, mono- 
graphs, reviews, etc., from his pen, — spe- 
cial studies, expositions of the parables, 
explanations of controverted points of ex- 
pository misunderstanding. He traced, for 
example, the Trinitarian formula of bap- 
tism in Matthew 28 back to the beginning 
of the second century; stood up for the 
sixteenth of Romans as rightly placed in 
Romans; expounded the ‘difficulties of 1 
John 5:8; and disentangled no end of other 
problems. He knew the place of every 
book and pamphlet in his library by size, 
position, binding, and other indications. 
When discussing some subject at his din- 
ner table he would often get up, run up the 
staircase, and get a book from the library 
shelves which should decide the matter 
under debate. When at work in his library 
he would take down a book and say, “On 
page 248 you will find the proof or the 
reference.” 

At the end of his life came a blow which 
he declared severer than blindness. His 
dear and brilliant son was snatched from 
him by death after he had completed his 
law studies, “What I do thou knowest not 
now; but thou shalt know hereafter,” was 
what he stayed his heart on. The blind 
and, at the time, exceedingly sick father 
prepared his son for his Home-going, and 
preached his funeral sermon from Psalm 
39:9, “I was dumb, I opened not my 
mouth; because thou didst it.” 

The blind father himself died soon after. 
His last words cast a searching light into 
the depths of the Christian life and of 
Biblical psychology. They were: “What 
a wonderful thing is the forgiveness of 
sins!” 
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RE you glad today that you have been 
A in a Christian college? It is a college 

related to a denomination, but it has 
a place of influence which I believe should 
be permitted to reach out far beyond the 
denomination, as the college increasingly 
exercises its influence upon the youth of 
the coming generation, so rapidly growing 
into the realm of higher education, and so 
greatly needing the Christian foundations 
beneath and all through whatever courses 
are undertaken. 

Some of the disciplines that you have 
had here at Houghton will stand you in 
good stead in the days to come, Dr. Harry 
Rimmer, in a commencement address at 
Wheaton, looking forward into the days 
that unfold beyond college, made this re- 
mark: “I rather belicve that the best 
wisdom does not come from college class- 
rooms but that it comes to the one who 
takes a post-graduate course in the college 
of hard knocks. The curriculum is priva- 
tion and the campus yell is ‘Ouch.’ The 
colors of the school are black and blue, and 
the more black the less blue.” The re- 
straints of college life are good for us, as 
we face this other college of which Dr. 


Rimmer speaks. Many a boy or girl does 
hard gymnasium work to develop muscle, 
and likes it. Highly valuable is that drill 
for the mind and spirit which comes 
from learning not only the highways and 
byways of knowledge, but how to get along 
with other folks while you are doing it. 
Have you just a little tendency to slight 
things, or to do a little less work just to 
get by? I have kept on my desk, within 
easy reach, for many years, this little defini- 
tion from Appleton’s Encyclopedia of 
American Biography: “The Scholarly 
Temperament, — that rare combination of 
profound insight, sustained attention, micro- 
scopic accuracy, iron tenacity, and disin- 
terested pursuit of truth, which charac- 
terizes the great scientific discoverer or the 
great historian.” 

As you think of that definition, and the 
various elements that enter into it, how 
does your own thinking machinery measure 
up against these specifications? ‘Well, 
whatever you think about it today, you will 
find profound insight, sustained attention, 
microscopic accuracy, iron tenacity, and 
disinterested pursuit of truth very sugges- 
tive qualities to study in their application 
to yourself, 
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Now, while this is by no means a bac- 
calaureate sermon, I should like, with your 
permission, to introduce a text, which I hope 
in your thought will stand over against 
the materialism of our day, and explain 
the way in which our Lord tried to bring 
his hearers to an understanding of real 
values. It is that verse in the sixth chapter 
of John’s Gospel, the sixty-third. “It is 
the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profit- 
eth nothing; the words that I speak 
unto you, they are spirit, and they are 
life.” 

May I ask if those words are yours to- 
day, — those words of his which are spirit 
and life? Do you long for a better spirit 
in your contact with others? What will 
life mean to you, as you turn your faces 
away from this hall, and this beautiful 
campus? What will be your definition of 
life? Is it to be a projection of the spirit 
and the words which are spirit, and which 
ar. life, — spirit for the great deeps of life, 
quickening your natures into unselfish serv- 
ice all along the way, and life, giving you 
a right interpretation of relationship with 
God, and relationship with others, and 
your outlook upon purpose and achieve- 
ment. 

You remember Phillips Brooks’ sermon, 
“The Symmetry of Life,” on the text in Rev- 
elation 21: 16, “The length and the breadth 


_and the height of it are equal.” The length 


is your outreach toward your life purposes; 
the breadth of.it is your touch with others 
around you; the height is your upreach 
toward God. As I close this message to- 
day, may I tell you of an experience that 
came to me a few weeks after my own 
graduation? Several of us young fellows 
went abroad on a bicycle trip. We were 
in Oxford for a look at the colleges, and 
we were tremendously impressed. There 
was the wonderful Bodleian Library, and 
Magdalen College, with its graceful tower, 
and New College, with its beautiful win- 
dows by Sir Joshua Reynolds — Faith, 
Hope, and Charity. There were five of us 
young men together. We found our way 
down to the river, and taking a four-oared 
barge, with one of us acting as cockswain, 
we rowed along the quiet stream, in the 
beautiful June sunshine, until we came to 
the little village of Iffley. We moored our 
barge, and walked up among the trees to 
a quaint little church into which we entered, 
and took our seats, not far from the altar. 
We were alone there. One feature of this 
church drew our attention inescapably. The 
window over the altar was rich in soft 
colors, and standing forth, in clear, white 
letters, in that window, were these words: 
“I am the true vine, ye are the branches.” 
As with one accord, we knelt where we 
were, and one of our number, who in. after 
years was to become the dean of an Ameri- 
can cathedral, led us in prayer. We had 
come from famous, historic Oxford to the 
quiet little church at Iffley. Oxford was 
great in its own way, but we felt that we 
had found something far greater and more 
impressive in the message from the window 
in the little church. We need to pass from 
Oxford to Iffley. Let me assure you of 
the graduating class, and the others older 
and younger in this room today, that I 
know of no greater place in the world’s 
work than to be a living branch, a fruitful 
branch of that True Vine. May that be 
your joy and high privilege throughout 
your whole life! 
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| LESSON 9. AUGUST 29. GOD CONDEMNS INTEMPERANCE 
(The Social Approach to the Drink Problem) 
International Uniform Lesson.—Leviticus 10:1, 2, 8-11; Proverbs 31:4, 5; Isaiah 28:1-8; Romans 14: 21 
Golden Text.—Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging: and whosoever is deceived thereby is not wise.—Prov. 20:1 














Kinc JAMES VERSION 
Lev. 10:1 And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took either 
of them his censer, and put fire therein, and put incense thereon, 
and offered strange fire before the Lorp, which he commanded them 
not. 


2 And there went out fire from the Lorp, and devoured them, 
and they died before the Lorp. 


8 And the Lorp spake unto Aaron, saying, 

9 Do not drink wine nor strong drink, thou, nor thy sons with 
thee, when ye go into the tabernacle of the congregation, lest ye die: 
it shall be a statute for ever throughout your generations: 

10 And that ye may put difference between holy and unholy, and 
between unclean and clean; 

11 And that ye may teach the children of Israel all the statutes 
which the Lorp hath spoken unto them by the hand of Moses. 


Prov. 31:4 It is not for kings, O Lemuel, it is not for kings to 
drink wine; nor for princes strong drink: 

5 Lest they drink, and forget the law, and pervert the judgment 
of any of the afflicted. 


Isa. 28: 1 Woe to the crown of pride, to the drunkards of Ephraim. 
whose glorious beauty is a fading flower, which are on the head of 
the fat valleys of them that are overcome with wine! 

2 Behold, the Lord hath a mighty and strong one, which as a 
tempest of hail and a destroying storm, as a flood of mighty waters 
overflowing, shall cast down to the earth with the hand. 

3 The crown of pride, the drunkards of Ephraim, shall be trodden 
under feet: 

4 And the glorious beauty, which is on the head of the fat valley, 
shall be a fading flower, and as the hasty fruit before the summer ; 
which when he that looketh upon it seeth, while it is yet in his 
hand he eateth it up. 

5 In that day shall the Lorp of hosts be for a crown of glory, 
and for a diadem of beauty, unto the residue of his people, 

6 And for a spirit of judgment to him that sitteth in judgment, 
and for strength to them that turn the battle to the gate. 

7 But they also have erred through wine, and through strong 
drink are out of the way; the priest and the prophet have erred 
through strong drink, they are swallowed up of wine, they are out 
of the way through strong drink; they err in vision, they stumble 
in judgment. 

8 For all tables are full of vomit and filthiness, so that there is 
no place clean. 


Rom. 14:21 Jt is good neither to eat flesh, nor to drink wine, 
nor any thing whereby thy brother stumbleth, or is offended, or is 
made weak. 
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AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Lev. 10:1 And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took each 
of them his censer, and put fire therein, and laid incense thereon, 
and offered strange fire before Jehovah, which he had not com- 
manded them. 2 And there came forth fire from before Jehovah, 
and devoured them, and they died before Jehovah. 


8 And Jehovah spake unto Aaron, saying, 9 Drink no wine nor 
strong drink, thou, nor thy sons with thee, when ye go into the tent 
of meeting, that ye die not: it shall be a statute for ever throughout 
your generations: 10 and * that ye may make a distinction between the 
holy and the common, and between the unclean and the clean; 11 and 
1that ye may teach the children of Israel all the statutes which Jeho- 
vah hath spoken unto them by Moses. : 


Prov. 31:4 It is not for kings, O Lemuel, it is not for kings to 
drink wine; 
Nor for princes * to say, Where is strong drink? 
5. Lest they drink, and forget *the law, 
And pervert the justice due to * any that is afflicted. 


Isa. 28: 1 Woe to the crown of pride of the drunkards of Ephraim, 
and to the fading flower of his glorious beauty, which is on the 
head of the fat valley of. them that are °overcome with wine! 2 Be- 
hold, the Lord hath a mighty and strong one; as a tempest of hail, 
a destroying storm, as a tempest of mighty waters overflowing, will 
he cast down to the earth ° with the hand. 3 The crown of pride of 
the drunkards of Ephraim shall be trodden under foot: 4 and the 
fading flower of his glorious beauty, which is on the head of the 
fat valley, shall be as the first-ripe fig before the summer; which 
when he that looketh upon it seeth, while it is yet in his hand he 
eateth it up. 5 In that day will Jehovah of hosts become a crown 
of glory, and a diadem of uty, unto the residue of his people; 
6 and a spirit of justice to him that sitteth in judgment, and 
strength to them that turn back the battle 7 at the gate. 

7 And even these reel with wine, and stagger with strong drink; 
the priest and the prophet reel with strong drink, they are swallowed 
up of wine, they stagger with strong drink; they err in vision, they 
stumble “in judgment. 8 For all tables are full of vomit and filthi- 
ness, so that there is no place clean. 

Rom. 14: 21 It is good not to eat ‘flesh, nor to drink wine, nor 
to do anything whereby thy brother stumbleth.® 

1Or, ye shall. * Another reading is, to desire strong drink. 
® Heb., that which is decreed. * Heb., all the sons of affliction. 
. ®Heb., smitten down. *Or, with violence. ‘Or, to. ® Many 
ancient authorities add or is offended, or is weak. 
The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform Sunday 
School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the International 
Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin, D.D. 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 

N THE midst of our study of God in 
| the making of a nation, comes a lesson 

on the place of drink in the marring 
of a nation. On the very day after the 
first consecration of the priests to the serv- 
ice of the tabernacle it became necessary 
to prohibit drinking by the ministering 
priests. Isaiah’s prophecy of the downfall 
of the nation is linked closely with his 
condemnation of their drunkenness. In the 
two preceding temperance lessons of this 
year we studied the financial approach, and 
the scientific approach, to the liquor prob- 
lem. In this lesson we study the social 
approach to the drink problem. We may 
almost say that the whole of the practical 
problem of drink is the social problem. 
What does the liquor traffic bring to the 
social life of America? 


. The Historical Setting 


The events in Leviticus occurred after 
the seven days of the consecration of the 
priests, probably about 1491 B. C. The 


other lesson passages are taken from Prov- 
erbs, written about 1000 B. C.; from Isa- 
iah, written about 725 B. C.; from Ro- 
mans, written about A. D.-57 or 58. 


Verse by Verse 


Leviticus 10: 1.—Strange fire before the 
Lord. God’s supernatural fire had fallen 
and consumed the burnt offering, causing 
the people to fall on their faces in awe (9: 
24), and at this solemn moment the young 
men took other natural fire and broke into 
the divine order of solemn dedication. ~ 


Verse 2—There went. out fire from’ the 
Lord, and devoured them. The fire of 
judgment had consumed the atonement of- 
fering. Now the fire of judgment falls on 
them for their presumptuous sin (cf. Acts 
5:1-11). The fire did not consume their 
bodies, but struck them dead (v. 4). 


Verse 9.—Do not drink wine nor strong 
drink .. . when ye go into the tabernacle. 
This command, delivered directly to Aaron 
when ministering, was given immediately 
after the severe judgment of Nadab and 
Abihu. It would appear that the young 
men were influenced by wine when they 
offered the strange fire. 


Verse. 10.—And ‘that. ye may put. differ- 


ence between holy and unholy. Even small 
quantities of intoxicating drink would 
hinder them from ministering aright’ and 
distinguishing between the holy and unholy 
(Isa. 28:7; Jer. 15:19). 

Verse 11.—That ye may teach the chil- 
dren of Israel. This was one of the most 
important functions of the priests, and 
when they failed in this the people suffered 
and perished (read Deut. 24:8; 33:10; 
Neh. 8:2, 8; Jer. 18:18; Mal. 2:7). 

Proverbs 31: 4.—Not for kings, O Lem- 
uel,.. ... to drink wine. The name means 
“dedicated to. God” (v. 2b), and how ap- 
propriate that he should be separated from 
wine and strong drink, 


Isaiah 28: 1.—Woe to the crown of pride. 
A crown of pride, in contrast to the crown 
of glory the Lord wants to be, and will be, 
to his people (v. 5). To the drunkards of 
Ephraim. This refers to Israel. Drunken- 
ness is intimately linked with their sin and 
downfall and their departure from God 
(Hosea 4: 6-11;.Isa. 5:22). The head of 
the fat valleys. Referring to their prosper- 
ous crops and their wealth. 


Verse 2—The Lord hath a mighty and 
strong one. A. terrible judgment, perhaps 
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referring to a strong nation (cf. Isa. 8:73 
40: 10), 

Verse 5.—In that day. In the day of 
judgment, also the day of restoration. This 
day had several fulfillments, and is to have 
the final fulfillment with the judgments 
and restorations at the coming of Christ. 
Note this expression in 24:21; 25:9; 26: 
13.2731, 9, 12, £3 

Verse 6.—For a spirit of judgment ... 
and for strength. This was partially ful- 
filled in the first coming of Christ who 


‘brought the Spirit of wisdom and might 


and justice (cf. Isa. 11: 1-5), and will be 
consummated at his second coming. 

Verse 7.—They also have erred through 
wine, That is, God appointed priests and 
prophets who were to bring judgment and 
justice to the people, and the kings who 


‘were to protect them in the gate. 


Verse 8.—All tables are full of vomit 
and filthiness. The very places that should 
be pure and holy (Ley. 10:10, 11). 

Romans 14: 21.—It is good neither to eat 
flesh. He has just said it is evil to eat 
meat offered to idols if it causes another 
to stumble (cf. vs. 1-20). Nor to drink 
wine. Wine significantly is mentioried as 
something that causes stumbling. Nor any 
thing whereby thy brother stumbleth. This 
is the great law of love, and makes Chris- 
tians under bondage to all, that they may 
bless all (1 Cor. 9:19). 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Drink, the great deceiver, is most of all 
a mocker in the social relationships. It 
promises social joys, and it is the 
great thief of joy. It promises to 
make friendships more fruitful, and it 
destroys real respect ‘and love, and 
all the qualities that make friendship en- 
during. It will be said that only when 
men and women drink to excess is this true. 
But nearly all who drink, do drink to 
excess, for they drink enough to make 
them different from their true selves, and 
they drink enough to open the door to 
enemies that mar social life, —to impurity, 
gambling, dishonesty, cruelty, murder. 
Christians are to drink no wine if it cayses 
stumbling to themselves or to others, and 
in place of it they are to be kings and 
priests unto God, shcwing forth the glory 
and the beauty of their Saviour. 


Lesson Outlines 


Tue Brste SPEAKS ON PROHIBITION 

1. Priests: all intoxicating drink pro- 
hibited while they are ministering (Lev. 
10:1, 2, 8-11). . 

2. Kings and Judges: not for kings to 
diink lest they pervert justice (Prov. 31: 


‘4, 5). 


3. People: Israel became drunkards fol- 
lowing the example of the. priests and 


‘prophets (Isa. 28: 1-8). 


"4. Christians: not to drink wine if it 
causes others to stumble (Rom. 14: 21). 
DrinK THE Great SoctaL ENEMY 
1. Disturber of secial relations: 
ily, marriage, business, college functions, 
politics, every form of social gathering. 
2. Handmaid of social evils: impurity, 
adultery, divorce, gambling, poverty, dis- 
honesty, murder. 


3. Christ the deliverer from the thraldom 
of drink, and the giver of true social joys. 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

d hool Times Company, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


9. August 29.—God Condemns Intemper- 
ance (The Social Approach to the 
Drink Problem). Leviticus 10:1, 2, 8 
11; Proverbs 31:4, 5; Isaiah 28 : 1-8; 

Romans 14: 21 

10. September 5.—God Requires Social Jus- 

CCD Se cecscsdstenses Leviticus 19 : 1-18, 32-37 

11. September 12.—A Nation Needs Relig- 
ious Homes. Deuteronomy 6 : 1-9; 11 : 18-25 

12, September 19.—Choices and Their Con- 

sequences in a Nation’s Life. 
Deuteronomy 11 : 8-12, 26-32 
September 26.—God in the Making of a 
REI 8 ove 0ds Heehaciecs Deuteronomy 8 ; 11-20 
Fourth Quarter 

1. October 3.—Christian Sonship. 

1 John, Chapter 3 

2. October 10.—The Christian in God’s 
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Keeping .......... Psalm 121; Book of Jude 
3 — 17.—Christian Speech and Con- 
onvaseeeckaebbes’s tease James, Chapter 3 


4 Pn A 24.—Christian Renewal. 
John 10: 7-16; Titus 3:1- 
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Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

Drink and Business. Social contacts are 
becoming an increasing factor in business, 
and intoxicating liquor is flowing more 
freely than ever in business conventions, in 
business conferences, and friendly visits. 


Drink and America. Like Israel, Amer- 
ica is proud of its wealth and its glorious 
beauty. Like Israel, if the drunkards keep 
multiplying, the crown of pride will be 
trodden under foot and the glorious beauty 
will become a fading flower. 


Liberty and Love. It is strange that 
advocates of Christian liberty do not recog- 
nize the limitation that the Bible puts on 
the exercise of that liberty. “All things 
are clean,” Paul says; and therefore, it is 
argued, “it is good to drink wine.” But 
Paul says, “All things indeed are clean; 
howbeit it is evil for that man who eateth 
with offence” (Rom. 14:20; 1 Cor. 8). 
Then follows the word that it is good not 
to drink wine if wine stumbles a brother. 


Ministers of Christ and Drink. If drink 
was forbidden to the priests when minister- 
ing in the earthly tabernacle, is it not clear 
that in this spiritual dispensation, the min- 
ister of Christ should let liquor alone? 


Ministers of Christ and Tobacco. A man 
of God who ministers in spiritual things, 
who goes to the sick bed and into the 
chamber of death, who ministers in the 
home where boys and girls are growing up: 
can this man afford to smoke? 


Practical and Personal Applications 


As ministers, and as Christians, let us 
refrain from drink and from tobacco. See 
Special Topics. 

Are we free from intemperance in all our 
social life? There is the intemperance of 
spending too much time in social pleasures, 
and in spending time in unwholesome social 
pleasures, — at the card table, in the dance, 
at the movies. 


Put Christ at the center of our social 
life. Christians should find their social 
joys among those who honor Christ. Noth- 
ing compares with the pleasure of a Christ- 
centered society. 


Beware of offering strange fire. 
fire today is the Holy Spirit. 


God’s 
We are to 
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worship and to live according to the in- 
spired Word of God, our rule of conduct. 

Pray for our nation. 

Are you living by love or by a false lib- 
erty? See Special Topics. 

Drink, the handmaid of all social vices. 
See Heart of the Lesson. 

Win the drunkard to Christ. 
break every fetter. 


He can 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


Are we wearing God’s crown of glory, 
or man’s crown of pride? 

Are we seeking the Lord’s diadem of 
beauty, or the fading flower of man’s 
beauty ? 

Wine and whiskey are not for kings, nor 
for the ministering priests; and we Chris- 
tians are ‘kings and priests unto our God. 


The social approach to drink has been 
the door to drunkenness for countless thou- 
sands. 


Ask the wives of America’s multiplying 
drunkards what is the social effect of drink: 


Drink makes a man appear what he is 
not, and thus destroys real social fellow- 
ship. 

We know it is right not to drink intoxi- 
cants, and there is enough question about 
the harm of drinking to make us want to 
stay on the safe side and abstain. 


Too much honey is not good, and that 
means to exercise temperance in all the 
legitimate social joys and pleasures (Prov. 
25:16, 27). 

In Israel and in all the nations that have 
tottered to their ruin, intemperance was 
one of the great sins that occasioned the 
fall; America, take heed! 





1One of the most remarkable testimonies to 
deliverance from the power of drink into lib- 
erty in Christ is given in “A Commercial 
Traveller’s Story.” It is a vivid commentary 
on drink in social life. It may be had from 
Columbia Bible College Book Store, Columbia, 
S. C., at 25 cents. 


Cotumsria, S. C. 


Chnsitinine for Teacher and Class 


OW is this temperance lesson directly re- 
lated to the lessons we have had on God 
in the making of a nation? 
2. Why do most Bible students believe that 
Nadab and Abihu were intoxitated when they 
offered the strange fire? 


3. Can you discover one way in which all 
four lesson passages are connected, in their 
teaching about drink? 


4. What classes of people today should ab- 
stain completely from drink, according to 
Proverbs 31:4, 5 and the other passages? 

5. What law is higher than the law of 
personal liberty in controlling conduct? An- 
swer in one word. 

6. What sin, or what class of sins, results 
from drinking, probably more often than any 
other? Why? 

7. What two great sins are mentioned by 
Isaiah as characterizing Ephraim, or Israel? 

8. What was the greatest cause of Israel’s 
sin and downfall, as suggested by Isaiah. 

If the priests were to refrain from drink 
igo when they were ministering, does this 
suggest that ministers of Christ may drink 
except when they go to preach? 

10. What is the Christian solution of the 
drink problem in social life? 


Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are given 
on -page s80 of this issue. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
wre constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one 


A Physician on Brandy.—Whosoever is 
deceived thereby is not wise (Golden 
Text). An attack on the practice of keep- 
ing a bottle of whiskey or brandy in the 
house, for cases of emergency, was made 
by Dr. T. J. Honeyman, of Glasgow, at a 
large meeting in Bolton, Lancashire, Eng. 
He said there was a large amount of non- 
sense about the value of brandy and whis- 
key in an emergency. Brandy only acted 
as an irritant to the lining of the mouth, 
and did not have time to act as a stimu- 
lant. It is often a dangerous thing to ad- 
minister brandy for serious seizures. The 
doctor said that as a last resort he once 
ordered large doses of brandy to a person 
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dangerously ill with pneumonia. Next day 
the patient made a wonderful recovery. 
He believed the brandy was responsible for 
the improvement, until he found out that 
the nurse had forgotten to administer it. 
—From The Christian Herald. Sent by 
Emily McFarland, Newark, Ohio. 


Strange Fire.—And offered strange fire 
before the Lord, which he commanded them 
not (Lev. 10:1). Mr. Coulson Kernahan 
has revealed (“Black Objects,” p. 127) one 
of the most remarkable facts in the whole 
history of Spiritualism. The two girls, 
its founders, and for thirty years two of 
its most powerful mediums, lived to reveal 
its diabolism. “I loathe the thing I have 
been,” said Mrs. Fox Kane. “As I used 
to say to those who wanted me to give 
a seance, ‘You are driving me to hell.’ 
Spiritualism is the most wicked blasphemy 
known to the world.” The younger sis- 
ter, Mrs. Jenckens, said, “I regard Spirit- 
ualism as one of the very greatest curses 
that the world has ever known.” Both 
died of drink, with little else than profanity 
upon their lips—From The Dawn. Sent 
by Albert Mygatt, Henry, S. Dak. 


Never Asked Twice.—Do not drink 
wine nor strong drink (v. 9). Samuel 
Chadwick told of a man who signed the 
pledge and who, though he had been a 
heavy drinker, managed to keep his pledge. 


DISTILLED IN HELL 


THE BLACKEST OF 
. BLACK MAGIC 
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Dr. Pace’s cartoons may now be obtained as stereopticon slides and as film-slides. There are 20 
series of the glass slides, containing 30 to 40 slides each, with comments making a connected ser- 


mon out of each series. 


They may be rented at 5c per slide, or bought for 40c each, uncolored, or 


75¢c each colored. The film-slide rolls, containing usually thirty or more pictures, may be had at $2 
aroll, plain; they are not rented. All may be ordered from The Bond Slide Company, 58 West 
Washington Street, Chicago. 
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Some one inquired as to his secret. “Does 
no one ever ask you to have a drink?” ran 
the inquiry. “Oh, yes, they ask me,” he 
said, “but no one ever asks me _ twice.” 
“That’s very unusual,” was the friend’s 
comment. “Yes, but you see it’s this way. 
I always carry a temperance pledge book 
in my pocket, and when anyone asks me 
to drink I produce the pledge book .and 
ask him to sign.”—From The Christian 
Herald, Sent by Mac. C. Wells, Mooers 
Forks, N. Y. 


Walking on Water.—Lest they drink, 
and forget (Prov. 31:5). D. L. Moody 
was once giving an address on the subject 
of Christ walking on the water to his dis- 
ciples, when an interrupter at the back of 
the hall shouted: “Moody, can you walk 
on water?” Quick as lightning came the 
answer: “Yes, better than on whiskey!” 
—From The Christian Herald, London. 
Sent by W. J. Hart, D.D., Lacona, N. Y. 


Bryan and the Japanese Admiral.—/i 
is good neither ... to drink wine, ...: 
whereby thy brother . .. is made weak 
(Rom. 14:21). When Mr. W. J. Bryan, 
the renowned American statesman, was 
visiting Japan he attended a banquet to 
a Japanese admiral and an embarrassing 
situation arose. The time came to drink 
a toast. Those present lifted their cham- 
pagne glasses and there was a gasp when 
Mr. Bryan raised a glass of water. Some 
one grasped his arm and whispered that. 
such a toast would be considered an in- 
sult. The great commoner was equal to 
the situation. “You have won victories 
on water,” he said, turning to the Admiral, 
“and I drink your health in water; when- 
ever you win on champagne, I shall drink 
your health in champagne.”—From The 
Christian Herald. Sent by M. H. James, 
Toronto, Ont., Can. 


The Missionary Child’s Reason.—I/t is 
good neither to eat flesh, nor to drink wine 
(v. 21). The little seven-year-old daugh- 
ter of a missionary, born in Japan, whose 
playmates were Japanese children, and who 
enjoyed Japanese food quite as well as 
American food, came home one day and 
asked her parents if. they had ever tasted 
“hiboshigaki,” a kind of dried persimmon. 
The answer being “yes” she said, “Why 
don’t we have some then? They look so 
good, I should like to taste them.” ‘They 
told her they considered them unwhoie- 
some, but thought it strange the Japanese 
neighbors, who are always most polite, had 
not offered her any. “They offered me 
some,” she said, “but I didn’t take any, 
for they were up on the god-shelf; and, 
when the children took any, they had to 
go up and make a bow before the shrine, 
and say a little prayer to the spirits. I 
didn’t want to do that, and so they said 
I need not say the prayer, but if I just 
made the bow, it would be all right, so I 
didn’t get any; but I want some, for they 
look so good.” While she was a thor- 
oughgoing Japanese in so many respects, 
and had never heard a word concerning the 
eating of meat offered unto idols, she was 
too good a little Christian to think of 
making a bow before a heathen shrine, even 
to get a sweetmeat she very much craved. 
—From The Expositor. Sent by Mrs. 
M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. Prize illus- 
tration. 











Lesson for August 29 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard, LL.D. 


A Prayer Before the Lesson—Our Father, 
we thank thee for the abundant warnings 
against evil-doing, given to us in thy Word. 
May we not interpret these warnings according 
to our desires on the lower levels of life. May 
we take thy directions at their full value, put- 
ting self aside in true self-denial, and remem- 
bering our obligations to others. May we not 
be deceived by the easy ways of the world 
which demean the life of the soul, but in sur- 
render to thee live as in thy sight above the 
allurements that lead to destruction. Help us 
to seek good and not evil all the days of our 
life. In the name of the Lord Jesus we pray. 
Amen. 

After the Lesson.—If we would only 
realize the mockery of drink! What is 
mockery, anyway? Why, anything that 
makes a fool of you, mocks you. And you 
certainly don’t want to be put in that posi- 
tion, when you have faculties that are in- 
tended to keep you well balanced. And 
you surely don’t want to cut right across 
the Word of God, in the vain hope that 
you can escape the risks therein pointed 
out! Said one young man to another: 
“Have you begun to drink yet?” What 
a question! Why should there be any start 
on that road? You never heard of anyone 
who was a help to anyone else by teaching 
him to drink alcoholic liquor. “Whosoever 


is deceived thereby is not wise.” You will 


never be deceived, or lead anyone else into 
the wrong road if you don’t start! Let us 
pray. 





INE 
FOLLOWING W OR 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Darius the “Taker.”’—I? is not for kings 
to drink wine ... lest they ... pervert... 
judgment (Prov. 31:4, 5). If theré is 
anyone who should always stay sober and 
in his senses it is his Royal Highness the 
“Boss.” Like man, like people. 

I used to know a considerable corpora- 
tion where the “King” was a pronounced 
“Wet,” and gloried in the fact. Nearly 
all his men in the office and the key posi- 
tions were more or less tipplers.. A few 
were even drunk on special occasions. 

Later almost every one of those who 
“took a nip” found himself out of a job. 
You see, the company who later acquired 
the corporation did not keep the drinkers, 
but did keep the teetotalers. 

Somehow or other, the new management, 
the new King seems to get to know. Solo- 
mon’s “bird” seems to be still on the job 
(Eccles. 10: 20). 

One of the best commentaries on this 
text is the story you find in the Book of 
Daniel. Daniel was the pronounced “Dry” 
of the Babylonian court, and highly es- 
teemed by King Nebuchadnezzar. 

Belshazzar, his son, was smart enough 
to keep Daniel in his old position. But 
Belshazzar was not smart enough to know, 
“Tt is not for kings to drink wine.” 

So the King put on his great debauch. 
Then came the handwriting on the wall — 
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and that was the finish, as it has been for 
many a “King” since. 

Belshazzar was slain, and Darius the 
Medean took the Kingdom (Dan. 5: 30, 


31). From that far-away ancient day to_ 


this, “Darius” has been taking Kingdoms 
from judgment-perverted “Kings.” 

The fashionable “cocktail hour” in the 
days to come will be the “zero hour” when 
the “King” will go over the top from the 
toe of the boot of a dissatisfied board of 
directors. 

As the Press ‘broadcaster cries — “For 
details see your daily paper.” 


The Cigarette Girls—The glorious 
beauty . : . shall be a fading flower (isa. 
28:4). As you read through the wonderful 
old Book, one of the delights of the ex- 
cursion in this best of English literature 
is to note how beautifully the Holy Spirit 
talks through the inspired writers. 

Here is a human, created in God’s beau- 
tiful likeness, slowly and unconsciously 
wasting under the subtle influence of alco- 
hol, and the prophet says to the charming 
young man or woman on his or her way 
down to the level of the “Unwanted,” “The 
glorious beauty ... shall be a fading flower” 
(See Nah. 1: 10). 

The manufacturers of cigarettes, for sev- 
eral years during the depression, spent mil- 
lions of dollars in full-page newspaper and 
magazine advertising. Since many men 
were switching to the less expensive pipe 
smoking, the tobacco folks put on the high 
pressure propaganda for women cigarette 
smoking. 

One of the leaders in the business had 
a fine artist. He would draw a sweet, 
clean, lovely girl that anyone would be 
proud to have brought into his family by 
marriage. Then the copy writer would 
add to the picture the cocktail and cigarette 
atmosphere. 

I wrote the tobacco company saying: 
“Your expensive ads are a joke even to 
smokers. The sort of splendid young 
women your artist draws is the sort your 
mother was when she married Dad, and 
as when you first saw her. Fresh as the 
dew-blessed roses. 

“Your artist and copy writer should get 
together. The type of girls you need for 
your cigarette ads can be found in the 
hotels and drinking places at the ‘cock- 
tail hour.’ ” 

Would you believe it, the tobacco com- 
pany thanked me, and ever since their pic- 
tured girls have been more of the sporty 
show girl type —the fading flower, plenty 
of make up — and not the lavender and old 
lace of “when grandmother was a girl.” 


The Clear Head.—They are out of the 
way through strong drink; they err in 
vision, they stumble in judgment (v. 7). 
It is not the five and ten cents for a glass 
of beer, the twenty-five or more cents for 
a high-ball or cocktail, the $1.50 a quart 
for whiskey, or. the $5 a bottle for wine 
that puts the drinking man out of his busi- 
ness or his job. 

It is the blinding of his foresight and 
the upsetting of his sagacity that throws 
him into the discard. As the Book has it, 
he is “stumbled in his judgment” (Prov. 
21:17; Luke 21: 34). 

Years ago one of the larger railroad sys- 
tems lost a valuable line it needed to get 
into a great city because, so it was said, 
the then president of the great railroad 
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took a little too much wine at a banquet 
and “talked.” 

. A competing road slipped in and acquired 
the connecting line. Having lost this very 
desirable road the wine-bibbing president 
built a parallel line at great cost, got caught 
in the “hard times,” and the great company 
went into bankruptcy. 

The road officered by the “Wet” presi- 
dent was brought out of its trouble by a 
“Dry” president, and is today one of the 
greatest of the U. S. railroads. 

The man in business, whether boss or 
employee, has in these complex and highly 
competitive days, to keep a clear head and 
a steady hand. 

Here’s how it worked in our company. 
Some years ago there was a time of great 
demand for machinery and a scarcity of 
good pig iron, and consequently -high prices 
for it. 

The problem that faced our company 
was, shall we cover our year’s require- 
ments at present high prices? We con- 
cluded to play safe and make no long com- 
mitments. 

A few drinks of liquor would likely have 
made us very optimistic (judging by how 
others are affected), and under the. pres- 
sure of super-salesmanship we might have 
“loaded up.” As it was we “sat tight.” 

Before many weeks passed business 
slumped. So did the price of pig iron. 
“The Ridgways were sittin’ purty,” as one 
pig iron man said. Before the year was 
out castings were being sold at about the 
price the pig iron would have been con- 
tracted for. 

So I wonder if one of the reasons that 
the enduring business establishments are 
almost all run by godly men may not find 
its roots in this text. - 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 

+ 4 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Material: A glass of water, a glass of 

milk, and a glass of fruit juice. Card in 

shape of a glass for the Memory Verse. 











OW many of you were ever very, very 

thirsty? Maybe you were on a trip, 
and it was hot and dusty, and you wanted 
a drink so badly, and there was nothing 
to drink. 

And what do you want when you are 
really thirsty? Just a glass of cold, cold 
water, Nothing in the world satisfies like 
that. 

Then all of you ought to drink milk, for 
that is one of the things God made for 
children — rich, fresh milk, with the vita- 
mins you need. 

And sometimes you want a glass of cool, 
refreshing fruit juice, and it is another of 
God’s gifts, with sunshine just grown into 
it. . 

But you will never need a glass of wine 
or beer or brandy. Men take our delicious 
California grapes, and crush them and get 
the juice out, and then they let it ferment 
until it is spoiled — until it has alcohol in 
it—and they make wine out of it. 

Or they make beer with fermented grain 
and hops, and it has alcohol in it. 

It seems to me the grapes and corn used 
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for liquor are nourishing foods gone wrong 
—some things God made to build up our 
bodies but used by Satan to tear down the 
bodies of those that drink. 

Men drink these things, and their brains 
and nerves are upset; they can’t walk 
straight; they can’t think right; they can’t 
drive a car safely; they can’t even talk 
plainly. 

Solomon, the wisest man that ever lived, 
was a great king, and he said kings and 
princes should not drink wine. 

Aaron was the high priest, and God told 
him that he and his sons were not to drink 
wine or strong drink. 

And God doesn’t want us to be drinking 
wine or strong drink, and we have no need 
for them, for God has given us all these 
good drinks. 

We're going to print our Memory Verse 
on our cards: “Do not drink wine nor 
strong drink” (Lev. 10: 9a). 

Mopesto, CAtir. 

w 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: Temperance. 

Discussion: Frankly and patiently dis- 
cuss with the fellows the effects of the cig- 
arette habit—and, oh, my dear brother 
teacher, if that is your weakness, for Jesus 
Christ’s sake cut it out now and go before 
your class with a clear call. 

Objective: Being the full-fledged man for 
Christ. 











AY, fellows, “temperance” is a much 
misused and misunderstood word. It 
is generally .associated with “abstaining 
from alcoholic liquors or strong drink,” 
and that is all right, but it is not all. Far 
from it. Some people have the idea that 
drinking “moderately” of whiskey or wine 
is being temperate. And that is a mistake. 
The fellow who takes a tiny bit of alcoholic 
stimulant is taking a big risk; and taking 
a big risk is certainly not being temperate. 
But there are many of you fellows who 
will never be seriously tempted by liquor. 
You are too clever for that. You have 
seen all around you the wrecks that are 
caused by the drink habit, and you are 
as wary as that old trout in “the blue hole” 
that I have for several summers tried to 
coax with every imaginable lure. Like 
him you have seen the foolish ones “take 
a chance,” because the bait seemed tasty, 
get hooked, and go struggling out of the 
water and into the creel. No, sir, nothing 
like that for you! You don’t like the 
stuff anyhow. That’s what a fellow was 
telling me just a few days ago. He said, 
“Liquor never has been any temptation to 
me; I have gone with fellows who drank 
it, but I never touched a drop.” During 
the five minutes he was talking to me he 
lighted two cigarettes. He was so nervous 
that he couldn’t stand still five seconds. 
And that leads me into just another phase 
of intemperance; it is the one that youth 
is falling for more universally today than 
ever before. And young people are the 
more easily deceived and victimized by the 
cigarette because the women have also 
fallen under its spell. The headmaster of 
one of our most noted boys’ schools made 
this significant statement to me wheu dis- 
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cussing the cigarette problem among his 
boys: he said, “Even though I counsel with 
a boy and show him the folly of becoming 
a cigarette addict, when he goes home for 
week-ends, or upon his vacation, he finds 
his mother and his sisters smoking, and 
my advice is nullified.” 

I hate to say anything against tobacco, 
fellows, because some of my good friends 
smoke. And they are better men than I 
am. But they are better in spite of and 
not because of tobacco. And the habit is 
growing on them and they are being weak- 
ened by it. Anybody but themselves can 
see it. They do not realize the slavery that 
is gradually binding them hand and foot, 
soul and body; the process is slow but 
steady. Those fine perceptibilities are be- 
ing dulled; even the ability to sense the 
danger is growing less and less. 

I have just been watching a plumber at 
work. During a half hour he has four or 
five times laid down his tools to take out 
a cigarette and light it. At least ten min- 
utes out of the thirty have been entirely 
devoted to his cigarette. In the matter of 
time alone his efficiency during that half 
hour was cut down thirty-three and a third 
per cent. I do not know about the other 
half hours of his day because I did not 
observe them, but it is the nature of the 
habit not to let up as the day wears on 
and physical and nerve strain increases. 

I saw a young woman, not over eighteen, 
come into a café recently and, taking her 
seat at a table near mine, she opened her 
case and lighted a cigarette as she gave her 
order. She started her second cigarette by 
the time she was served, and puffed be- 
tween bites all the way through her lunch 
which consisted of a salad, a piece of pie, 
and a cup of coffee. At that she ate hur- 
riedly, and when she finished she left on 
the table a little tray with ashes and six 
cigarette stubs. Ladies did not use to leave 
little messes like that behind them. I shall 
never get used to it. 

But, fellows, these are just random sam- 
ples. They are symptoms. They are the 
earmarks of a great destroyer —not only 
of physical health and moral stamina, but 
a destroyer of ambition, and of the finer 
things of the spirit. As was once stated 


in this paper years ago, in dealing with - 


the cigarette: “It is a narcotic which 
makes pleasant seemings of stern realities.” 
Truly, “Wine is a mocker,” but the cig- 
arette is a stealthy enemy who comes in 
the guise of a comforter; but to itself is 
saying of its victim: “He shall never be 
the man he might have been.” 


Some good tracts which will be helpful to 
teachers are: 


“Why Boys Should Not Smoke”; “Why 
Girls Should Not Smoke”; “Is the Cigarette 
ge al ing Our Young People ?” —all by Dr. 

D. H. Kress, and ‘published by the National 
Temperance Society, 289 Fourth Avenue, New 
York City, at 60 cents per 100, plus 15 cents 
for postage. 

Also “The Cigarette,” by Col. E. N. Sanc- 
tuary, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York City, 
may be had at 10 cents each, 25 copies for $1. 
In a recent letter Colonel Sanctuary says, 
“Out of quite a wide experience on this sub- 
ject I do not hesitate to say that the moral 
decline of our youth may be traced to the 
cigarette.” 


McDoweLt, Va. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 577) 


1. The first lesson passage tells of what 
happened immediately after the tabernacle was 
set up and the worship instituted. In last 
week’s lesson we studied about the prepara- 
tion for this. Isaiah deals with the effect of 
drink on this nation which God established. 

2. Immediately after the dreadful judgment 
on Nadab and Abihu, God instructs Aaron 
that he and his sons must not drink wine 
nor strong drink when going in to minister, 
lest they die. The connection indicates that 
this was the cause of their doing such a 
strange thing, offering incense that God had 
not commanded. 


3. They deal with the effect of drinking on 
various classes of people, first the priests, 
then kings, then the people themselves (also 
the priests and prophets), then ‘what the 
Christian’s attitude should be. 

4. Gospel ministers, rulers, judges, physicians, 
all Sie have responsibility for the life and safety 
of others, such as ship officers, airplane 
pilots, drivers of automobiles, all who influ- 
ence young people, such as parents, teachers, 
pastors, Sunday school teachers. 

5. Love. 

6. Sins of impurity and immorality. Be- 
cause self-control is weakened by even small 
amounts of intoxicating liquor, and because 
the companionships encouraged by drinking 
lead to looseness in standards of purity. 

7. Pride and drunkenness. 


8. The priests who were to teach the peo- 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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Lesson for August 29 


ple, and the prophets who were to reveal God 
to them, went astray in drink and in other 
sins. 


9. No. For one thing, a Christian minister 
is ministering in the Name of the Lord at 
all times. Again, it would doubtless have 
been well for the priests to refrain at all 
times. Again, the present situation with re- 
ard to the liquor traffic makes it necessary 
for ministers to hold to total abstinence that 
others may not caused to stumble. Finally, 
there is a higher standard under the spiritual 
enlightenment of our day. 


1o. To put Christ and spiritual things at 
the center of social life. 


Your Class of Girls 


By Mrs. Evelyn M. McClusky 
Director of The Miracle Book Club 


UCILLE hurried back to the kitchen. 
“Mother, I wish you had been with 
Mary and me this morning at the pet hos- 
pital. A lady brought in a cat that had 
become too wild for her and she wished 
the doctor to kill it painlessly. He gave 
it three drops of nicotine and let us watch 
him. You should have seen that cat die!” 
“Are you sure it was nicotine, Lucille?” 
“Absolutely ! And then Dr. Nelson talked 
with us about the harmfulness of smoking 
cigarettes. He said: ‘The only ones- who 
think that smoking is not harmful are those 
so saturated with the opiate that they would 
not be able to do without the stimulation 
of nicotine. This is why advertisements 
speak of athletes smoking. But think of 
the added power they would have if they 
abstained from all .stimulants as did 
Daniel.’ 
“While the doctor was talking to us a 
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young woman came in saturated with 
smoke, and she overheard him. So she said, 
‘Well, smoking doesn’t wreck a car like 
wine.’ 

“The doctor said: ‘But it wrecks nerves, 
and brings a constant hazard, and the chil- 
dren of women who smoke come into the 
world with the handicap of nervous dis- 
orders. _ It is unfair and selfish to treat 
a child in any such way.’ ” 


“What did the young woman say 
then?” 
“She left. But Dr. Nelson said he was 


really speaking for our benefit. That when 
one smokes it is a sign of a restless heart. 
He said: ‘The best way to keep from 
smoking or drinking or anything that is 
intemperate is to have a desire to please 
the Lord —a desire so great that all other 
desires are forgotten or pushed aside.’ 

“And, Mother, here is another phrase he 
used: ‘Some folks would rather smoke 
and drink to be socially acceptable than to 
refrain for the Saviour’s sake.’ Isn’t that 
a fine thing to remember? 

“And he said: ‘Why do cigarette ads try 
to show that it does not harm the throat 
to smoke? There would be no need to say 
that it does not hurt one if there had not 
been some cause for thinking that it does. 
This is enough to remind us of Satan in 
the whole program, because you know he 
always tries to cover the facts, but with all 
his subtleness of persuasion he cannot hide 
facts; he can only deny them.’” 

1 Timothy 3:16; 6:16; 2 Timothy 2: 
1-13; 4:18; Titus 2: 11-14; 2 Thessalon- 
ians 3:5; 1 Thessalonians 5: 22, 

Ricumonp, CAuir, 














Alcohol and the Automobile 














HE consumption record of beverage 

alcohol,— meaning in this case, the 
amount of pure alcohol contained in liquor 
consumed —in the United States, parallels 
even more strikingly the monthly totals 
of recorded automobile deaths, than 
more general comparison of gross. liquor 
consumption. This is revealed in the 
graphic study of their respective month-to- 
month variance, just compiled and made 
public by the American Business Men’s Re- 
search Fouridation of Chicago. 

The accompanying diagram is based on 
the actual alcohol content of liquors con- 


sumed and shows the monthly percentage 
change from January 1, 1934, to October 
I, 1936. 

In the computation, the basis of 4 per 
cent alcohol content in beer and 45 per cent 
for distilled liquor, was used. 

The most significant feature of this pres- 
ent comparison of auto deaths and bever- 
age alcohoi consumption, as defined above, is 
obviously the fact that practically every rise 
in the number of auto deaths is preceded by 
an upward leap of alcohol consumption, 
and every substantial drop appeared to her- 
ald a decline in the number of auto- 

mobile fatalities. 


Monthly {Liquor Consumption Variance, Based upon U. S, One thing is cer- 
Percentage vernment Records; Traffic Deaths Variance tain, namely that 
Change from National Safety Council Figures) the use of alcohol 
160 
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Co: ight by American Business Men’s 
PResearch Foundation, Chicago, 1936. 


Automobile 
Deaths 
Variance 





by automobile 
drivers is an uwun- 
questionably grow- 
ing menace. There- 
fore, no adequate 
program for the 
promotion of traffic 
safety can afford to 
ignore the necessity 
of considering ways 
and means for re- 
ducing the con- 
sumption of alcohol 
by the 25 million 
motorists now using 
our highways. 


1936 


_ before. 
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a Children at Home 


Hidden Homes 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


NCE again the Naturalist and I were 

afoot among the Poconos, in a search 
for rare nests. As we climbed a wooded 
hill we walked into a covey of tiny ruffed 
grouse, a mother with ten chicks. The 
frantic hen charged us with wings and 
tail spread out and every feather on end, 
squattering up to our feet and through 
the ferns, whining piteously all the time 
like a puppy. Instantly the chicks disap- 
peared, and although we searched every- 
where, walking as carefully as possible, 
we could find only five of them, tiny, oval 
balls of down, tawny-yellow and reddish- 
brown, with large black eyes which never 
blinked even when we touched their heads. 
We laid them down side by side on the 
ground, and even then they never stirred, 
lying as if frozen. 

Moving off among the trees we hid be- 
hind a fallen log and watched the open 
spot where the five lay for nearly half 
an hour. Suddenly from a thicket beyond 
the little clearing came three low clucks 
followed by a resurrection of little grouse 
—or is it greese—from all around that 
open patch. The five which we had laid 
together, sprang up, and in single file 
started for the spot whence the clucks 
came. As they went they were joined by 
others who crept out from beneath the 
dry leaves and emerged from under patches 
of fern, while one, the last and least of 
them all, crawled out from under a tiny 
sheet of bark, which did not seem large 
enough to shelter any living thing. In a 
long line they disappeared in the thicket, 
one, two, three, until we counted the whole 
ten. Then came two or three little croon- 
ing notes and we fancied that the brave 
grouse mother was brooding her babies 
for a moment under her capable wings be- 
fore she led them deeper into the woods. 

A little later we heard the wild, ringing 
song of the solitary or blue-headed vireo, 
which comes to us first in migration of all 
the five vireos, and which likes to make 
its home in the depths of the woods. Hunt- 
ing here and there for the nest, as usual 
it was the Naturalist who found it in a 
crotch of viburnum sapling about five feet 
up, a little swinging basket thatched with 
bits of birch bark, and we succeeded in 
photographing the little mother brooding 
her dear-loved eggs. 

The sight reminded me of another soli- 
tary vireo’s nest which I had found many 
years before in northern Connecticut, which 
the mother-bird refused to leave even when 
I touched her. When at last I stroked 
her back gently, she gave my finger a lit- 
tle peck as if warning me away. Within 
a few days we became such friends that 
she would feed from my hand and snuggle 
her little blue-gray head confidingly against 
my fingers. 

From the vireo’s nest we struck due north 
through a hemlock forest interspersed with 
stands of white pine until we finally 
reached a hidden sphagnum bog which Au- 
dubon was said to have visited a century 
It was covered with golden-green 
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sphagnum moss and was divided into two 
sections connected by a tiny trail. Here 
we hoped to find the nest of the Nashville 
warbler, one of the rarest ground-building 
birds found among the Poconos. Once the 
Naturalist thought that he had discovered 
one, when he found a nest on the ground 
beside a sunken log, with four eggs in it, 
but even as he was gloating over his find, 
a female Maryland yellow-throat appeared 
and when he found leaves woven in the 
cup of the nest, the sign and seal of the 
yellow-throat, he reluctantly decided that 
the discovery of the naravens was indefi- 
nitely postponed. 

As we separated and hunted through the 
bog, I heard a bird-note much like that of 
the wood-pewee, except that the double 
notes went up instead of down. Finally 
I located the singer and recognized him 
as the rare yellow-bellied fly-catcher, which 
I had only seen once or twice before. Even 
as I identified the bird, I heard a trium- 
phant whoop from the Naturalist, and 
splashing through the spongy moss, found 
him standing over the prize nest of the day. 

Right out from between his feet the 
female fly-catcher had flown. After a long 
search he found her nest hidden in the 
deep moss. It was lined with pine needles, 
and contained four roundish, white eggs, 
with light rufous marks increasing to an 
aureole at the larger end, and was beau- 
tifully overshadowed with the flat, white 
blossoms of the bunch-berry or dwarf cor- 
nel. When the Naturalist parted the ovate 
leaves and showed me the nest it seemed 
to me that I had never seen a more ex- 
quisite jewel casket. 

It was after dark when we reached the 
Naturalist’s bungalow, but his long-suffer- 
ing wife had a hot supper waiting for us, 
which included among other delicacies, a 
broiled English pheasant, a present from 
her nearest neighbor. As it was out of 
season for any game bird, we felt some 
compunction about eating that one, but our 
scruples were resolved when we heard the 
story of the gift. It seemed that the day 
before a Cooper’s hawk had lit on our 
friend’s wood pile with a ruffed grouse in 
his talons and, eating only the head, left 
the rest of the bird for his use. The next 
day the hawk came again, this time bring- 
ing a pheasant in his talons. As he began 
to feed on the beautiful bird, our friend 
ungratefully shot him and, having already 
a grouse in his larder, presented us with 
the pheasant. 

With that delicious meal ended our day 
of birds’-nesting. 


Haverrorp, Pa, 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











September 5. The Dignity of Honest Work. 
1 Cor. 3:13, 14; Eph. 4: 28; 2 Thess. 3 : 10-13. 
(Consecration meeting.) 


Sunday, August 29 


Standing Up for the Rights of Others 
(Gen. 37:21, 22; 44: 18-34) 





Mon.—The right to work (Eph. 4: 28). 

Tues.—The right to rest (Exod. 20: 10). 

Wed.—The right to speak (Acts 5: 29). 

Thurs.—The right to choose our religion 
Gosh. 24: 15). 

Fri.--The right to think (Phil. 4: 8). 

Sat.—The right to use our gifts (Rom. 12: 
4-8). 











ACK in the very beginning of the 

human race, a young man asked a 
question of God when God inquired about 
his brother. He said, “Am I my brother’s 
keeper?” Down through the ages men 
have repeated this same question when 
challenged by responsibility for the wel- 
fare of their brothers. 

That first question, you will remember, 
was asked by Cain when God inquired 
concerning Abel, whom Cain had mur- 
dered. And the punishment that God 
brought upon Cain shows clearly that, in 
God’s eyes, Cain was his brother’s keeper 
and was: held responsible for his well be- 
ing. 

The law which God gave to his chosen 
people through Moses is full of admonitions 
concerning responsibility for the welfare 
of others,—in the home, in the commu- 
nity, in the nation, and even for strangers. 
Some of these admonitions we shall study 
in our Sunday school lesson next week. 

When we turn to the New Testament, 
we find Paul writing to the Philippians, 
“Look not every man on his own things, 
but every man also on the things of 
others” (Phil. 2:4). John, in one of his 
Epistles, wrote, “But whoso hath this 
world’s good, and seeth his brother have 
need, and shutteth up his bowels of com- 
passion from him, how dwelleth the love 
of God in him? (1 John 3: 17.) 

Undoubtediy John had in mind more 
than merely the giving of money to the 
poor. ‘ihe particular need of the brother 
is not defined here, but could be enlarged 
to include the need of better homes, of 
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better ‘education, of better working condi- 
tions, and a thousand and one other needs. 

The Lord Jesus constantly taught the 
necessity for the consideration. of the poor, 
of the weak, of the infirm, and thesick. 
By his example, he demonstrated this con- 
cern and sought to stimulate it in the 
hearts of his followers. In the parable 
that he spoke concerning Lazarus and the 
rich man, the rich man’s condemnation 
came not because of his wealth but be- 
cause of his indifference to the suffering 
of one who lay at his very door. 
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But having recognized our responsibil- 
ity for the welfare of others, what are we 
going to do about discharging that respon- 
sibility? It is here that many Christians 
differ. Some would teach us that all 
Christians should throw themselves heart 
and soul into every sort of uplift and bet- 
terment work, and should champion the 
cause of every downtrodden and under- 
privileged group, and seek to provide bet- 
ter living conditions and environment, bet- 
ter educational opportunity to improve 
labor conditions, —in other words sponsor 
every type of social uplift. 

Many of such enterprises are eminently 
worth while and do a certain amount of 
good. But the sad part of it all is that, 
without one essential, all these fall piti- 
fully short of improving the conditions we 
seek to help. And it is this essential that 
Christianity alone can give. When we 
emphasize social welfare and improvement, 
and fail to provide’ for the regeneration 
of the heart and life, we are like those 
who would groom a corpse and dress it 
up in the best clothing and surround it 
with a pleasant environment. But the 
corpse is still lifeless. ‘When we provide 
higher education, better wages, and easier 
living without providing for a new life in 
Christ, we are but furnishing men and 
women with increased opportunities for 
sin. 
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Let us not be fooled then by a super- 
ficial enthusiasm that would sweep us into 
all sorts of activities to help others, and 
will keep us so busy that we do not have 
time to do the most important thing that 
Christ has left for us to do,—to witness 
to men and women of his saving and keep- 
ing power that they might come to know 
him and be saved. Then and only then 
can all these other social improvements 
mean what they should. 

Perhaps no one ever needed social im- 
provement more than did the wornan at 
the well of Samaria. But when the Lord 
Jesus talked with her, he did not waste 
time telling her how she could live more 
economically, or get along better with her 
neighbors, or find a better home. He went 
straight to the very center of the woman’s 
need,— her own heart. He knew that 
when her heart was straightened out, many 
of these other social problems would be 
solved. Let us endeavor, first and fore- 
most, then, to help our brothers in the best 
possible way, by bringing them in touch 
with the Lord Jesus Christ; who alone can 
meet their gteatest need. 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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The Scientific Basis of Temperance 


The purpose of this material: To pre- 

sent interesting scientific facts to young 

people and adults that will show that 

alcohol is a detriment to the human 
system. 


Typewriting Experiments.—From ex- 
periments performed by Dr. Walter Miles 
on five young men, trained in stenography, 
we get an accurate picture of what alcohol 
does to the typist. After taking carefully 
regulated amounts of alcohol (dose A was 
21-28 grams of alcohol diluted in 108-200 
ce. of liquid; dose B was 32-42 grams of 
alcohol diluted to 151-201 cc. of liquid), * 
it was found that the effect of the alcohol 
reached its maximum generally from thirty 
minutes to one and one-half hours after 
the subject had taken the drink. 

The number of errors reduced the legi- 
bility of the typewritten pages to a marked 
degree. The efficiency of the typist was 
reduced by a slight slowing of speed and 
also by changes in the rate of speed of 
typing. Finger movement speed was re- 
duced a little, while the speed of the 
horizontal eye movements was reduced 
seven per cent on the average by the 
smaller dose and nine per cent by the larger 
dose, in two hours after the alcohol was 
taken. 

Dr. Miles makes this comment: “In ab- 
sence of proof to the contrary, it must be 
assumed that the average typist, as a+ re- 
sult of taking such quantities of alcohol 
as were ingested on a comparatively empty 
stomach, will tend, in the hour or two fol- 
lowing such a drink, to make from 25 to 
50 per cent more errors in his work than if 
he had taken an equal volume of water.” 


Alcohol and the Motorist.—Chieci, E. 
Raymond Cato of the California Highway 
Patrol says: “Scientists have investigated 
this question. Their decision reveals that 
even a glass of beer has the effect of re- 
tarding the driver’s speed in putting on the 
brakes when forced to make an emergency 
stop or turn.” 

“Tunnel vision.” the imability to see 
clearly at the sides, cam be produced im a 
usually normal subject after he has taken 
a small amount of alcohol; the amount of 
alcohol im less than two pints of 275 per 
cent beer can, as is shown by controlled 
scientific experiment, cause a person to be 
13.8 per cent slower im secing objects com- 
img imto the field of wisiom from the side. 
This is wital m automobile driving when 
ome realizes, first, how many people, espe- 
denly from the side, amd second, how many 
cars come m at might angles at miersec- 
SRedmered to familiar terms, this would te: 
dose A, 14 to 18 tablespooms of aloohol diluted 
im from less than a quarter of 2 pmt o a half 
gies to slightly less them ome-half pot @ ane 
giess oi Igund; dose B, 203 to 28 tablespoons 
€ aleoho! dimted an from shgintly lens them ome- 
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not realize his limitation in the field of 
vision; his inability to see objects coming 
in from the side. Because of this factor 
alone, he is a dangerous person. 


How Shall We Handle the Problem 7— 
President Robert Gordon Sproul of the 
University of California has proposed to 
the California Safety Council that some 
conspicuous mark ~be placed on the car of 
the drunken driver, perhaps a special li- 
cense plate, larger and of different color 
than the usual plate. “The object of this,” 
says Dr. Sproul, “would be to make life 
sufficiently unpleasant through official and 
public disapproval so that the individual 
would prefer to have his car impounded. 
Publicity given to the difficulties of such 
drivers would draw ridicule upon them, 
which is one of the best preventives in 
human affairs.” 


What Some Countries Do.—Norway 
has recently introduced a statute that pro- 
hibits a professional motor driver or aviator 
from consuming any alcoholic beverage 
while driving or during the eight hours just 
before driving. In cases where it is hard 
to decide whether the driver has been 
drinking, blood tests are used. Beside the 
blood tests, the subject may be asked to 
remember long texts, streets, and names, 
or be given other memory tests. Also the 
breath may be smelled and the eyes ex- 
amined. 

Sweden has the most rigid law of all 
the countries. As soon as an accident oc- 
curs in which the driver is suspected of 
having partaken of alcohol, a doctor is 
called who takes a blood sample from the 
motorist; by means of this test the doctor 
can tell if the driver has been drinking 
even weak beer and as recently as five 
minutes before. As a result of this law, 
the Swedish smart set is cautious about 
driving home after dinner parties where 
liquors are served. 


Alcohol and the Student.—A carciully 
controlled experiment was performed with 
twenty-five men and twenty-five women to 
see what effect alcohol might have on 
thinking and reasoning. The intelligence 
quotient without alcohol was first found 
for each in the two groups and then re- 
peated after the administration of ten and 
twenty grams (two and four teasponfuls) 











* 583 


of absolute alcohol. The experimenter, 
Cattell, claims that the experiment showed 
that the twenty gram dose lowered the in- 
telligence quotient as well as causing the 
power of recalling past experience to be 
weakened, 
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[ With the New Books 


The Triune God. By C. Norman Bart- 
lett, S.T.D. (American Tract Society, 7 
W. Forty-fifth St, New York, $1.50.) 
The author truly states, “The doctrine of 
the Trinity lies at the very heart of Chris- 
tian truth. It is the center from which all 
other tenets of our faith radiate. If we 
entertain wrong views of the nature of the 
Supreme Being, our entire theology is im- 
periled.” In that statement there is suffi- 
cient reason for his worthy effort in giving 
to the world a comprehensive study of the 
mysteries that surround the Trinity. After 
reading his treatment, one is convinced that 
they are mysteries of light and not of dark- 
ness. It is Dr. Bartlett’s method to state 
a proposition -and then to support it with 
reason, fact, or revelation. Each chapter 
is brief and pointed. Some of his meta- 
physical interpretations require fuller treat- 
ment to be complete. The courage with 
which he faces all his problems is to be 
admired. Such a work is unique in these 
days, for nothing quite so comprehensive on 
this subject has appeared for some time. 
The basis of a mature Christian faith is a 
sound Biblical theology. We master our 
theological problems by thinking them 
through. On the subject of the Trinity, 
Dr. Bartlett will lead all of his readers to 
a fuller. understanding. 





Except \Ye Repent. By Harry A. Iron- 
side, Litt.D. (American Tract Society, 7 
W. Forty-fifth St., New York City, $1.50.) 
A prize of $1,000 was offered recently by 
the American Tract Society for the best 
treatise on one or more of the essential 
doctrines of the Christian faith. This prize 
was won by Dr. Ironside, and his treatise 
is now published in book form under the 
above title. Its seventeen sermon-chapters 
explain and interpret the Word of God on 
this vital subject in a manner which is 
simple, scholarly, yet convincingly spiritual. 
Repentance is shown to be ncither peni- 
tence, penance, nor reformation, but an 
entire change of attitude toward self, sin, 
and Christ. First, the Book of Job, then 
the Gospels, Epistles, and the Revelation 
are made to yield up their treasures regard- 
ing this grace, — for such it is, as the noted 
author declares, — one wrought in the heart 
by the Holy Spirit. One naturally asks, 
“How then can the responsibility for re- 
pentance be laid upon man?” Dr. Iron- 
side answers this fully, as well as other 
questions, such as: “Does God grant sal- 
vation on the basis of sovereign mercy 
apart from repentance?” “How could the 
apostate in Hebrews 6 have been a par- 
taker of the Holy Spirit and yet not 
saved?” “Why does not the longed-for 
revival come to my church and my heart?” 
Some very fine illustrations are included. 


ye 
“God Took Care of the Baby” 


ROBABLY no other little girl is so 
well known in the Christian world io- 





day as Helen Priscilla Stam. The story 


of her miraculous escape at the time of the 
martyrdom of her father and mother, John 
and Betty Stam, was broadcast not only in 
the religious but also in the secular press. 
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Helen Priscilla will be three years old next 
month, 

Early this year the Times (March 13) 
published a sketch of her life thus far, with 
two appealing pictures, showing her in 
the Chinese rice. basket in which she was 
rescued, and again last fall on her second 
birthday, September 11. This article has 
been reprinted in pamphlet form, with one 
more picture of*the rescue added, and may 
be had from the author, Mrs. Charles P. 
Pierce, East Douglas, Mass., at 20 cents 
a dozen copies or $1.20 per 100, postpaid. 
Stamps may be enclosed with small orders. 





For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth 


Director of — 
The Great Commission Prayer League 








Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


August 23 to 29 
Mon.—Leviticus 10 : 1-11. 
The Sin of National Leaders. 
Prayer SucGcEsTions: “Do not drink 
wine.” A stroke of God cut short the min- 
istries of the unhappy sons of Aaron. The 
use of intoxicants seems inferred from the 
context. Be that as it may, national leaders 
imperil through drinking their own and the 
nation’s. welfare. A fly can walk upside 
down, but no nation turned upside down 
can progress. Our peace and safety depend 
very much upon the character and conduct 
of our leaders. Pray for all in Executive, 
Legislative, and Judicial positions. 
Tues.—Proverbs 23 : 29-35. 
Warning against Wine. 
Prayer Succestions: “At the last it 
biteth like a serpent, and stingeth like an 
adder.” Snakes of all varieties are all 
feeders on living prey. Their sly, poison- 
ous, crushing, and fascinating ways illus- 
trate the curse of drink. Warn the young! 
Enlist their promises to sobriety before 
they look upon the wine. Pray for a re- 
vival that will sweep millions of our youth 
into the Kingdom of God. 


Wed.—Isaiah 28:1-8. Drunkenness Condemned. 

Prayer SuGGEsSTIONS: “Woe to... 
drunkards.” The drunkard’s life is filled 
with woe, and eternal woe follows in its 
train. As cold makes the hands blue, so 
liquor makes a drinker and his family and 
friends miserable. As the heart keeps on 
beating while the brain is sleeping, so a 
drunkard goes on and on while insensible 
of coming sorrows. God denounces drunk- 
enness, and what he has cursed, no man has 
a right to bless. Pray for all temperance 
Societies. 
Thurs.—1 Thessalonians 5 : 1-11. 

Sobriety Commended. 

Prayer Succestions: “Let us ... be 
sober.” The Gospel commends sobriety. 
But as some things -in a room are colder 
than others, so some Christians are lower 
in spiritual temperature than others. Car- 
nal, mental, and sensual indulgences are 
like to drunkenness. As little trees grow 
up exactly like their parent trees, so group 
after group follow the evil habits and prac- 
tices passed on from generation to genera- 
tion. Smoking and light drinking are curs- 
ing millions. Pray for an earth-shaking 
spiritual awakening. 





(Lesson for Aug. 29)Aug. 14,1937 


Fri.—Proverbs 4: 10-19. The Two Paths. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Right paths.” 
Guardians of youth are file leaders. They 
lead on either in the way of sin or in the 
way of righteousness. Blessed is the man 
who can truly declare: “I have led in 
right paths.” As thunder follows light- 
ning, bad examples are followed by bad 
practices. “Make straight paths for your 
feet, lest that which is lame be turned out 
of the way” (Heb. 12:13). Pray for all 
guardians of the young. 


Sat.—1 Corinthians 8 : 1-13. Social Responsibility. 
PRAYER Succzstions: “A  stumbling- 
block.” Inter-social relationships may be 
either stepping-stones or stumblingblocks. 
Smoking, for instance, a craze that has 
taken hold on millions of young women 
in recent years, is passed from one to an- 
other by social contacts and customs. To 
encourage evils by practice is to put a stum- 
bling stone in the way of righteousness. 
Pray for a mighty awakening among youth. 
Sun.—1 Corinthians 10 : 23-33. 
The True Christian Policy. 
Prayer SuccestTions: “Do all to the 
glory of God.” Many current practices of 
Christians cannot be demonstrated to be 
to the glory of God. Smoking has no 
Bible texts prohibiting it, but neither has 
gambling or “sit-down strikes,” but it would 
be difficult to prove that they are right. 
As poisons are to be avoided, so smoking 
which makes a Christian unlike a Christian 
should be given up for the glory of God. 
Pray for a great cleansing revival. 
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